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    Passages
Monthly Newsletter of Springfield Plateau Grotto 

of the National Speleological Society 

June 2017 – Volume 12, Number 6 
Edited by Jonathan B. Beard 

 

2017 SPG Officers 

President: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Vice President: Brandon Van Dalsem bvandalsem@gmail.com    
Secretary/Treasurer: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net   
MSS Director: Max White bildmwc@aol.com  
SPG Board of Directors: (5-year terms expire April 2021) 
 Ronald Martin career.dir@hotmail.com  
 Tom Morton caver_emeritus@yahoo.com  
 Charley Young cyoung103@yahoo.com  
Librarian: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Equipment Manager: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Website, SPG Facebook & Subterranean Journeys editor: Maria Thompson anchorpr@gmail.com 
SPG-managed caves, Passages editor: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net 

2017 SPG membership renewal dues were due in January.  The dues are 
$20 plus $4 for each family member.  Bring your cash or check to a meeting 
or send to SPG treasurer Jon Beard, 923 E. Guinevere St., Springfield, MO 
65807.  Make checks payable to Springfield Plateau Grotto.  Your continued 
support enables SPG to make many outstanding accomplishments.  
Thanks! 

Minutes of the SPG Business Meeting for Thursday, June 8, 2017  

Call to order at 7:05pm in the Auditorium Room at the Springfield Conservation Nature Center 

by President Matt Bumgardner.  Attendance: Alicia Beard, Secretary/Treasurer Jon Beard, 

President Matt Bumgardner, Treavor Bussard, Tom Fowler, Dillon Freiburger, Bill Heim, Cheryl 

Paulson, Vice President Brandon Van Dalsem, MSS Director Max White and Charley Young.  

There was one guest. 

Evening Program – Brandon presented a video of some caves and waterfalls in the Buffalo 

National River Treavor and he visited on a CRF cave trip. 

Officer Reports 

Secretary – No corrections to last month’s minutes as printed in Passages. 

Treasurer – Jon read the treasurer’s report and promoted SPG logo items.  A complete report is at 

the end of this newsletter.   
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MSS Director – Max White. Max said the next MSS meeting would be on September 17th 

(Sunday) at Berome Moore Cave at 10:00 a.m..  The MCKC meeting will be held the previous 

month, August 20
th

.  Surveying in Berome Moore Cave will be conducted the weekend of the 

MSS meeting. 

Subterranean Journeys Editor –Matt said the next issue is just about ready except that he still 

needs to write a president’s column.  He said editor Maria Thompson is always looking for 

articles and photos for future issues. 

Website/Facebook – Matt said Maria is keeping SPG website and Facebook up-to-date. 

Old Business 

 Jon said he and Treavor still needed to get together to order the parts for the Disto X2 

surveying instrument.  Treavor will send info to Jon so that Jon can order the parts.  It is assumed 

Dillon, Treavor and/or Dillon will use it. 

 Jon said he has priced a new battery for the SPG tablet computer he uses in the field at 

$21.99 and $27.99 for an extended battery.  He motioned to get a $21.99, Brandon seconded.  

After discussion, Jon amended the motion to get the $27.99 extended life battery, Brandon 

seconded.  Motion passed. 

 Jon said the first use of the Magic-Skulpt and Magic-Smooth ordered was used to fill in a 

gap in the four-piece drapery Matt had found and Jon had rejoined.  Jon showed a couple of 

photos of the repair. 

 Future Cave Trips and Events (weekday trips underlined)  There are many 

opportunities for members to help, to be involved with our accomplishments in cave mapping, 

restoration and public outreach education. 

A. June 9-11—Buffalo National River CRF survey and bio monitoring, Steel Creek.  For more info, 

contact Dillon Freiburger (dillonjfreiburger@gmail.com).  

B. June 10—SPG Bat & Cave display, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor Days, James River Basin 

Partnership River Jam, Ozark.  If you would like to help, contact Melvin 

(explorerrmelj@aol.com).  

C. June 19-23—NSS national convention in New Mexico.  Jon and Alicia will be going.  Jon will 

represent the MCKC in the Cave Conservancies Roundtable meeting. 

D. July 28-30—Buffalo National River CRF survey and bio monitoring, Steel Creek. 

E. Summer—Jon needs help to complete surveys of Boswell Tractor Pit Cave, Little Bear Cave, 

Shoal Creek Cave, Long Cave, continue searching for Ozark big-eared bats and restoration in 

Fitzpatrick Cave. 

F. Sept. 8-10—SPG Bat & Cave display, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor Days, Table Rock State Park, 

Branson.  If you would like to help, contact Melvin. 

G. Sept. 30-Oct. 7—Area cavers will be spending the week in TAG country caves.  Contact Bill 

Heim if interested. 

H. Oct. 12—Bat & Cave presentation to new Missouri Master Naturalist class, Missouri Department 

of Conservation.  If you would like to help, contact Melvin. 
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New Business 
A. Bill Palmer suggested we do something in honor of the late Jerry Vineyard, perhaps some kind of 

memorial, emeritus membership, scholarship or special status.  Jon said the MSS would most 

likely do something as well, but no mention thus far.  Max said the MSS will have a special issue 

of the Liaison newsletter by Dwight Weaver, and a call for stories or photos was made.  Material 

should be sent to Alberta Zumwalt (gzumw@aol.com).  It was decided to table Bill Palmer’s 

suggestion and discuss, perhaps with Bill present. 

B. Jon mentioned that he was one of few project leaders in SPG and in the next few years would be 

acting in fewer project leadership roles and hoped that other members would be leading 

projects in the future, whether they be surveys, photo trips, documentation trips, restoration 

trips.      

Who Went Where 

Various members talked about cave trips the past month or so including discussions on 

Breakdown Cave field trips and flood assessment and Melvin’s public outreach events.  A 

summary of cave trips is found later in this newsletter. 

Next meeting, July 13
th

, 2017. It is not known at this time if the meetings for July and/or August 

will be in the Auditorium at the Springfield Nature Center as it is scheduled to undergo 

remodeling.  If the auditorium is not available, we would need an alternative meeting site.  The 

cabin at Fitzpatrick Cave or the cave itself were suggested.  Stay tuned.  

 Meeting adjourned at 8:08pm. Four members attended the informal “After-the-Meeting 

Meeting” at the Village Inn. 

Respectfully submitted by Jonathan Beard. 

Blasts from the Past:  

 30 Years Ago: June 7, 1987—Bob Taylor led a survey trip to Wright County’s China Pig Hole.  

This 1,500-foot cave with the funny name was a caving favorite in the 1980s.  It is entered through a 49-
foot deep rappel and has some large rooms with some nice speleothems. 

 20 Years Ago: June 20, 1997—Jon Beard led an NSS preconvention trip to Lon Odell 

Memorial Cave in Dade County where participants helped to continue the task of establishing marked 
trails through the 5,000-foot cave.  SPG manages this cave as an archaeological site that is a research-
only cave.  

 10 Years Ago: June 30, 2007—Jason Hardinger, Roy Gold, Jon Beard, Rhiannon Course 

and Bob Taylor visited Taney County’s Zoo and Heuszel caves. The primary purpose was to initiate a 
survey of Zoo’s mazy passages. They accomplished 196 feet of this with much to go. Many photos were 
taken in both caves including the photo of Rhiannon that would be featured eight years later as the cover 
of the Missouri 2015 NSS Convention guidebook. However, the most memorable part of this trip was the 
incredible lightning storm and heavy rain on the hike back to the cars.  They would later learn a tornado 
was part of the storm in the vicinity. 

Do you have a particular cave you would like SPG to schedule a club trip to 

visit? If so, let us know so it can be placed on the SPG caving calendar! Don’t 

know what cave? Ask around for possible caves to see. 

mailto:gzumw@aol.com
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*** Remember, you can reach nearly all of your fellow 

members by emailing to members@spgcavers.org.  Read 

your emails regularly or you might miss out on some cave 

trips and other news! Use the above address to ask fellow 

members to go caving with you or ask if there’s a cave trip 

in which you can participate. 

Amazon.smile  Did you know? If you shop on Amazon.com, you can 

contribute to SPG’s funding by signing up for Amazon.smile.  

Through Amazon.smile you can access all of Amazon’s shopping 

venues, and when you purchase anything, .5% of purchase prices 

will be donated to SPG by Amazon.  SPG has thus far received 

over $25 in 2017 from Amazon Smile! 

 

Who Went Underground   
 

May 4
th

—As part of SPG’s public outreach program, Melvin Johnson manned a bat, 

cave and karst display presentation at the Springfield Conservation Nature Center for the Home 

School Fair with some 350 participants. 

 

May 5
th

—Melvin manned a bat, cave and karst display presentation in Lockwood, 

Missouri for the Grace the Earth-Mercy Hospital Safety Day Event for some 180 private and 

public elementary students. 

 

May 6
th

—Melvin held a bat, cave and karst display presentation in the Logan-

Rogersville Fire Station #1 for the community-wide Free Fishing Day Event with some 100 

participants. 

 

Also on May 6
th

—Jon Beard checked Fitzpatrick Cave (Christian Co) for effects from 

the recent near-record level flooding of the James River.  Speleothems were more-or-less clean 

except the “bathtub ring” near the nearly consistent ceiling in the cave.  He noted biology of 7 

cave salamanders, 2 bristly cave crayfish, 2 pickerel frogs and about 100 camel crickets.  

Noticeably missing were bats—zero. 

 

May 7
th

—Jon Beard visiting the Main Room, Armpit Avenue, Third Level, Formation 

Loop, 100-foot Room, Northwest Passage and Split Knee Passage in Breakdown Cave 

(Christian Co) for flood damage.  There were minor amounts of silt residue on speleothems, 

which Jon took photos of.  Other than two larval salamanders in Sally’s Pond, no biology was 

noted.  Again, zero bats. 

 

mailto:members@spgcavers.org
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May 15
th

—Alicia and Jon Beard hunted unsuccessfully for a cave lead in Ozark County 

as part of the Ozark big-eared bat project.  A return visit is planned.  If indeed in the bluff, it 

would be a new cave for the database. 

 

May 15
th

 – 23
rd

—Jim Cooley directed construction of two cupola-style Mine shaft 

enclosures at the privately owned Valles Mines property for the Missouri Department of Natural 

Resources’ Land Reclamation Program.  SPG’s Max White and Cheryl Paulson, along with Alex 

Litsch, George Bilbrey and six Americorps helpers, provided labor and welding 

expertise.  Cavers are currently surveying a large underground mine complex there that involves 

a large hypogene cave system. 

 

May 18
th

—Dillon Freiburger assisted Jon Beard in the completion of the survey of 

Moonshine Hole Cave (Barry Co) as part of CRF projects to map and monitor caves on Mark 

Twain National Forest.  As is typical of many caves in the Pierson Formation, it has a tall 

genesic dome structure in its furthest reaches. 

 

May 20
th

—Dillon Freiburger surveyed in Lower East Passage in Fitton Cave (AR) as 

part of CRF survey in Buffalo National River.  With Dillon were Kate McKalip, Kyle Kapella 

and Marty Brown.  The most difficult part of the trip was getting to the cave.  Rain the night 

before had both surface creeks along the hike to and from the cave running swiftly about three 

feet deep. 

 

May 21
st
—The MSS meeting was held in the Ballroom of the Missouri Caverns section 

of Onondaga Cave.  SPG members in attendance were Max White, Cheryl Paulson, Bonnie and 

Bill Heim and Jon Beard.  The MCKC meeting was held the previous evening outside of the 

Onondaga Cave entrance building.  Bonnie and Bill and Jon attended that meeting.  Those 

camping over the weekend camped above the cave in a grassy area. 

 

May 23
rd

—Brandon Van Dalsem and Treavor Bussard did some photography in Ash 

Grove Cave (Greene Co), one of the larger caves in the county. 

 

May 24
th

—Brandon Van Dalsem, Treavor Bussard and Brandon’s friend Aaron Rigsby 

and did some additional photography in Ash Grove Cave (Greene Co) as well as Breakdown 

Cave (Christian Co). 

 

May 27
th

, 28
th

—As part of the Berome Moore Cave (Perry Co) weekend, Jon Beard 

sketched 705 feet in upstream Formation Passage assisted by Windy City Grotto members Phil 

Goldman and Cindy Manley.  All crews collectively surveyed more than 3,000 feet.  Thanks to 

all who organized the weekend and participated. 

 

 If you did not see your name in these trip reports, there's a way to fix that! 

No need to wait--grab your helmet and lights and join us underground!  

**Be sure to follow SPG on its Facebook page.** 
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Need a good read?  Contact the SPG librarian Matt Bumgardner  to 
check out one of our many fine books, periodicals and videos.  Some 
are EXCELLENT picture books, how-to books and caving adventures 
from  other parts of the world! 

 Please disinfect (decontaminate) your caving gear between 
caves per the latest U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service WNS protocol. 
Protocol can be accessed in links from the SPG website: 
www.spgcavers.org or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website. If 
you have any questions about WNS disinfection, please contact Jon 
Beard.  The bats thank you very much! 
 

SPG LOGO ITEMS FOR SALE!! 

We have t-shirts, bumper stickers and cloth patches that 

sport the colorful SPG logo on them (see the top of this newsletter to 

see our logo designed by Eric Hertzler—the bristly cave crayfish in 

 the logo was inspired by a real live one in a cave!).

 

How would you like to wear a bright blue SPG logo t-shirt to your 
next caving events, social gatherings, pleasure trips or just around the 
house? We have various sizes of t-shirts waiting for you! They’re just 
$15 each, and you can get them from the 2015 SPG treasurer, Jon 
Beard. Contact Jon at (417) 887-7231 (land line) or mokanman@att.net 
to get yours! 

What?! You say you don’t have an SPG bumper sticker on your car or 
truck? No problem! We have our beautiful SPG logo bumper stickers 
available for just $2 each. Be the next SPG member to have one on the 
bumper of your cave-mobile! 

And we have bright, detailed, uniquely shaped cloth patches of our logo 
that you can sew to your jacket, coveralls, or in the case of our 2016 
treasurer, on your ballcap! These are just $4 each. 

The sale of these logo items support SPG’s many goals and projects and helps 
spread the cave conservation message in southwest Missouri as well as, well, 
everywhere. Get yours now by contacting the 2015 SPG treasurer. Thank you for 
supporting your cave club and cave conservation! 

http://www.spgcavers.org/
mailto:mokanman@att.net
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 Did you know you can visit Fitzpatrick Cave and Breakdown Cave any time?  Just pick 

up (and return) the key from an SPG cave manager. 

 Did you know SPG manages ten gated caves in southwest Missouri?  Trips to most of 

them can be scheduled most any time of the year. 

 Did you know that as a Cave Research Foundation joint venturer you can participate in 

the surveys and monitoring of hundreds of caves on federal and state land? 

The editor of this publication will be stepping down as recording secretary and the 

editor of Passages at the end of the year.  This gives his successors plenty of time 

to volunteer to take over these positions.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Jon at mokanman@att.net or (417) 887-7231. 
(see Treasurer's Report on next page) 

Members are encouraged to join any of the statewide or nationwide organizations: 

National Speleological Society—www.caves.org Monthly magazine, other benefits 

American Cave Conservation Association—www.caveconservation.com Quarterly news 

Bat Conservation International—www.batcon.org Quarterly magazine 

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy—www.mocavesandkarst.org Newsletter (3 a yr) 

Missouri Speleological Survey—www.mospeleo.org  Bimonthly newsletter 

Cave Research Foundation—www.cave-research.org  Quarterly newsletter 
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Treasurers Report 

 

Springfield Plateau Grotto 

May 1, 2016 to June 1, 2017 

Bank Balance May 1, 2017 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund and Cave Gating funds $13,013.80 

 

General Fund 

 

Balance May1, 2017 $5,668.45 

 

Income deposits          

  AmazonSmile AMZNJ2K8T3FQ 5.00 

  Membership dues 20.00 

Total Income $25.00 

 

Expenses (checks written) 

   Jon Beard reimbursement for Garmin Etrex 20x GPS 155.00 

  Maria Thompson reimbursement for website domain 89.00 

Total Expenses $244.00 

    

Balance June 1, 2017 $5,449.45 

      

Speleothem Restoration Fund 

 

Balance May 1, 2017 $4,362.40 

 

Income 0.00 

 

Expenses  

  Jon Beard reimbursement for Dremel grinding bits 9.94  

Total Expenses 9.94 

 

Balance June 1, 2017 $4,352.46 

 

Cave Gating Fund 

 

Balance May 1, 2017 $2,982.95 

 

Income 0.00 

 

Expenses  

       

Total Expenses 0.00 

 

Balance June 1, 2017 $2,982.95 

 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund, Cave Gating Fund 

 

Bank Balance June 1, 2017 $12,784.86 

 

Cash on hand May 1, 2017 $140.00 

 

Income 

 

Total cash income 00.00 

    

Deposited in bank 00.00 

 

Total Cash on hand June 1, 2017 ($10 ones, $20 fives, $30 tens, $80 twenties) $140.00 

 

TOTAL VALUE (bank account plus cash on hand) $12,924.86 


