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of the National Speleological Society 

September 2016 – Volume 11, Number 9 
Edited by Jonathan B. Beard 

 

2016 SPG Officers 

President: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Vice President: Brandon Van Dalsem bvandalsem@gmail.com    
Secretary/Treasurer: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net   
MSS Director: Max White bildmwc@aol.com  
SPG Board of Directors: (5-year terms expire April 2021) 
 Ronald Martin career.dir@hotmail.com  
 Tom Morton caver_emeritus@yahoo.com  
 Charley Young cyoung103@yahoo.com  
Librarian: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Equipment Manager: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Website, SPG Facebook & Subterranean Journeys editor: Maria Thompson anchorpr@gmail.com 
SPG-managed caves, Passages editor: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net 

Minutes of the SPG Business Meeting for Thursday, September 8, 2016  

Call to order at 7:05pm in the Auditorium Room at the Springfield Conservation Nature Center 

by President Matt Bumgardner.  Attendance: Alicia Beard, Secretary/Treasurer Jon Beard, 

Bethany Bruman, President Matt Bumgardner, Treavor Bussard, Tom Fowler, Dillon Freiburger, 

Roy Gold, Chris and Faith Lewis, Cheryl Paulson, Vice President Brandon Van Dalsem, MSS 

Director Max White and Charlie Young. 

The evening’s program:  Caving Out West, the 2016 NSS Convention, presented by Jon.  

Officer Reports 

Secretary – No corrections to last month’s minutes as printed in Passages. 

Treasurer – Jon read the treasurer’s report and promoted SPG logo items.  A complete report is at 

the end of this newsletter.   

MSS Director – Max White. Sept. 25 at Berome Moore Cave near Perryville.  Camping/caving. 

The meeting will begin at 10am.  Max also mentioned the MCKC Board meeting will be the 

previous Saturday evening, also at Berome Moore Cave.  Plenty of caving, camping onsite just 

two miles from Perryville.  Besides Berome Moore Cave, there will be other caving nearby.  Jon 

mentioned that Streiler City Park Cave will be gated. 

Editor – Matt said that Maria is looking for articles and photos for the next issue.  Matt said it 

would be nice if someone other than Jon wrote articles.  Jon said Alicia was writing one.  Matt 

said it would be nice if someone other than Jon and Alicia wrote articles. 
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Old Business 

 Matt reminded everyone to think about donating items for the annual banquet auction 

(January 2017).  Jon said three pairs of coveralls had been donated by Cynthia Russell. 

 Jon said arrangements haven’t yet been confirmed for the annual SPG business meeting 

at Fantastic Caverns.  He would let the officers know as soon as they are finalized. 

 Future Cave Trips and Events  

A. September 10—Caving at Breakdown Cave with Brent Wilkins (who discovered “Brent’s 

Room”).  Meet at the cave at 9am.  Contact Jon (mokanman@att.net) for directions. 

B. September 11—Carrico Cave survey.  Meet at the northeast corner of the northwest Walmart 

Supercenter on North Kansas Expy. at 9am.  Contact Jon for information. 

C. September 11—Blanchard Springs Caverns Discovery Tour photo trip starting at 12 noon.  There 

are three slots still available.  $23.  For more information, contact Roy (caverroy@att.net).  

D. September 11—Jim Cooley & Co. will be installing a new cave gate at Three Forks Cave (OK) 

(Clayton’s cave). 

E. September 14—Dream Cave salamander study trip.  Meet at the southeast corner of the southeast 

Walmart on east Independence St. at 8:30am.  Contact Jon for information. 

F. September 22-25—MSS/MCKC weekend at Berome Moore Cave including Streiler Cave gating.  

Contact Jon or Max White (bildmwc@aol.com) for more information. 

G. October 4—Crystal Caverns guided trip for Crowder College geology class.  11am at the cave.  

Contact Jon for more information. 

H. October 27-30—CRF annual meeting in Harrison, AR.  For more information, contact Jon or 

Max. 

I. Date TBD – Surveys in Little Bear Cave, Crystal Caverns and Shoal Creek Cave.  Dates will be 

announced.  Little Bear and Crystal are easy and fun.  Shoal Creek involves crawling.  Brandon 

will be assuming management of the cave from Bill Luke. 

New Business 
 Chris Lewis is redesigning the NSS website.    

Who Went Where 

Various members talked about cave trips the past month or so.  A summary of cave trips is found 

later in this newsletter. 

Next meeting, October 13
th

, 2016, Auditorium Room at Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 

7:00 p.m. Meeting adjourned at 8:14.. 

Respectfully submitted by Jonathan Beard. 

Blasts from the Past:  

 30 Years Ago: September 2, 1986—Jon Beard repaired several stalagmites in Breakdown 

Cave in Christian County as part of the restoration project in that cave.  Those who have assisted with the 
project included Alicia and Chris Beard, Charity Hertzler, Randy Justice, Mike Puhl and Doug Whitman.  
By 2015, 952 speleothems had been restored. 
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 20 Years Ago: September 15, 1996—The survey of Garrison Cave #2 in Christian County 

was begun by Bob Taylor, assisted by Leo Thompson and Jon Beard.  A total of 646 feet was mapped of 
the entire four-entrance complex.  The survey would eventually be directed by Jon, take 14 years, involve 
63 cavers and become the tenth longest surveyed cave in Missouri at 4.744 miles. 

 10 Years Ago: September 16, 17, 2006—Michael Carter led a large group of cavers from 

SPG and MVG of St. Louis in a weekend of restoration at Fisher Cave of Meramec State Park.  The 
project was begun in 1999 and by 2015, 232 speleothems had been rejoined to their original places and 
more than 1,200 square feet of flowstone cleaned. 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a particular cave you would like SPG to schedule a club trip to 

visit? If so, let us know so it can be placed on the SPG caving calendar! Don’t 

know what cave? Ask around for possible caves to see. 

*** Remember, you can reach nearly all of your fellow 

members by emailing to members@spgcavers.org.  Read 

your emails regularly or you might miss out on some cave 

trips and other news! Use the above address to ask fellow 

members to go caving with you or ask if there’s a cave trip 

in which you can participate. 

Who Went Underground   
 

August 11-14:  Jim Cooley and Max White were joined by Dennis Novicky and Brenda 

Goodnight (CRF cavers), James McKnight (Arkansas caver), and Bryant Galloway (Little Rock 

Grotto) to demolish and cut up the second half of a badly deteriorated cave gate on the Ozark 

National Forest in north-central Arkansas.  The contractor for this project, RC Schroeder (a 

talented welder and gate designer, best known to Missouri cavers as the gate keeper of Alexander 

Cave, and as the fabricator of the complex gate that secures Alexander), had completed about 

half of the gate removal in June when a section of the gate collapsed unexpectedly.  Schroeder 

suffered near-fatal and disabling injuries, which prevented him from finishing the 

project.  Schroeder contacted Charley Young, to ask if Charley knew anyone who could take 

over the remaining gate demolition, and then rebuild this very large cave gate (50 feet wide, 18 

feet high) to fulfill Schroeder’s contract with the Ozark National Forest.   Charley referred 

Schroeder to Jim Cooley.  After some scratching of heads and soul-searching (after all, this is a 

man-eating cave gate!), and only thanks to advanced technical expertise in demolition provided 

by general contractor Max White, Jim Cooley and Novicky agreed that this project just might be 

Cave Quiz Question: How much estimated footage of new passage was 

discovered in Three Forks Cave recently? (send your answer to the editor) 

Last month’s answer: There are ten cave entrances in the hill containing 
Breakdown Cave. 
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feasible.  The cave is a major Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) hibernaculum and will now be getting 

a new gate from September 1
st
 through the 11

th
  to be built by Cooley, White, Novicky, and a 

select crew of caver volunteers.  Please contact Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com or (816) 753-8111 

if you might interested in pitching in on this important project, which is located near Blanchard 

Springs caverns, Mountain View, Arkansas.  En route home from the demolition, Jim Cooley 

visited Flippen Cave in Benton County, Missouri, which was recently breached, to assess the 

damage.  It is now scheduled for repair on the way home from the Arkansas project. 

 

August 13
th

—Brandon Van Dalsem, Cynthia and Clayton Russell, Corey McCraney, 

Dillon Freiburger and Jon Beard photographed passages, speleothems and cave critters in Three 

Forks Cave (OK).  At the end of the day, an estimated 1,400 feet of passage was found not on 

the map, most or all of it virgin passage with no end in sight.  Prior to this, Jon measured for a 

new bat-friendly cave gate at another entrance to the cave. 

 

August 14
th, 

23
rd, 

25
th

—Jon Beard cleaned about 130 broken speleothem pieces in 

Fitzpatrick Cave (Christian Co) as part of the restoration project there.  There are roughly 50 

pieces remaining to be cleaned before the next stage of finding out where the 700+ pieces belong 

so they can be rejoined.  Biota was noted and added to the Missouri cave fauna database. 

 

August 15
th

, 16
th, 

17
th, 

19
th

—Jon Beard, teamed with Treavor Bussard on the second day, 

reprimed the siphon system at Garrison Cave #2 (Christian Co) in preparation of a trip to that 

cave later in the week.  The 300-foot 1.5-inch diameter hose had to be filled eight times with the 

cave’s water before the siphon would work (due to lots of air in the hose).  The siphon removes 

about 52 gallons a minute.  During the week, the siphon removed approximately 47,000 gallons 

of water, lowering the water level about six inches. 

 

August 11-14:  Jim Cooley and Max White were joined by Dennis Novicky and Brenda 

Goodnight (CRF cavers), James McKnight (Arkansas caver), and Bryant Galloway (Little Rock 

Grotto) to demolish and cut up the second half of a badly deteriorated cave gate on the Ozark 

National Forest in north-central Arkansas.  The contractor for this project, RC Schroeder (a 

talented welder and gate designer, best known to Missouri cavers as the gate keeper of Alexander 

Cave, and as the fabricator of the complex gate that secures Alexander), had completed about 

half of the gate removal in June when a section of the gate collapsed unexpectedly.  Schroeder 

suffered near-fatal and disabling injuries, which prevented him from finishing the 

project.  Schroeder contacted Charley Young, to ask if Charley knew anyone who could take 

over the remaining gate demolition, and then rebuild this very large cave gate (50 feet wide, 18 

feet high) to fulfill Schroeder’s contract with the Ozark National Forest.   Charley referred 

Schroeder to Jim Cooley.  After some scratching of heads and soul-searching (after all, this is a 

man-eating cave gate!), and only thanks to advanced technical expertise in demolition provided 

by general contractor Max White, Jim Cooley and Novicky agreed that this project just might be 

feasible.  The cave is a major Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) hibernaculum and will now be getting 

a new gate from September 1
st
 through the 11

th
  to be built by Cooley, White, Novicky, and a 

select crew of caver volunteers.  Please contact Cooley at coolstoi@kc.rr.com or (816) 753-8111 

if you might interested in pitching in on this important project, which is located near Blanchard 

Springs caverns, Mountain View, Arkansas.  En route home from the demolition, Jim Cooley 
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visited Flippen Cave in Benton County, Missouri, which was recently breached, to assess the 

damage.  It is now scheduled for repair on the way home from the Arkansas project. 

 

August 17
th

—Jon Beard shut off the external Garrison Cave #2 (Christian Co) siphon 

system gate valve, then guided Crowder College geology professor Jennifer Witt through 

Crystal Caverns (Barry Co) in preparation of a field trip for her students in October.  While 

there, Jon photographed three variant-pigmented cave salamanders (one orange piebald, one 

yellow piebald, one orange-red piebald) as well as 2mm terrestrial white isopods, then did some 

mop-up sketching for the future cave map.  After this Jon drove to Sarcoxie Cave (Jasper Co) to 

photograph the stainless steel entrance gate installed nearly 20 years ago by Richard Thompson 

et al.  As with Crystal Caverns, Sarcoxie Cave is managed by the MCKC. 

 

August 20
th

—Colton Zirkle, Max White, Brandon Van Dalsem, Corey McCraney, Dillon 

Freiburger, Treavor Bussard and Jon Beard plus Arkansas guests Derik Thompson and Meghan 

Gallo spent over seven hours counting bristly cave crayfish and other biota and taking many 

photos in Garrison Cave #2 (Christian Co).  They went no further than Three Rivers some 6,200 

feet into the cave.  Along the way, while searching for the back entrance to the Flat Rooms, 

Meghan and Jon managed to crawl into 500 feet of virgin cave off of the map, an overflow route 

for the main cave stream, Cambarus Creek. 

Also on August 20
th

—Clayton and Cynthia Russell took Riley into Three Forks Cave 

(OK). 

 August 25
th

—Dave Ashley and colleague (Dr. Tom Rachow) from St. Jo visited Tom 

and Cathy Aley at the Ozark Underground Laboratory to obtain some aerial images of the 

Tumbling Creek Cave surface landscape.  Dr. Rachow (who teaches Anatomy and Physiology 

at Missouri Western State University) is a registered drone pilot and agreed to help with the 

project.  We were joined by Nathan Keith (OUL) during the day, and at dusk, we visited the 

natural entrance of TCC to view the bat exit flight.  

 Also on August 25
th

—Clayton and Cynthia Russell prepared the Wash Tub entrance to 

Three Forks Cave (OK) for a new gate. 

 August 26
th

—Dave Ashley and colleague (Dr. Tom Rachow) from St. Jo visited Smallin 

Civil War Cave to conduct a survey for bristly crayfish.  The team met Dr. Shannon Brewer 

(Oklahoma State University Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit) who collected water 

samples to use in a project involving the detection of environmental DNA (eDNA) as a way to 

monitor distribution of cave species of conservation concern. 

August 27
th

—Melvin Johnson reports that the Sequiota Cave (Greene Co) Federal 

Endangered Gray Bat Flight Sat., Aug 27, '16 wasn't up to par to the 2014 flight. The 2016 flight 

was slightly below average. This has been the case since early July when there seemed to have 

been a human disturbance within the cave. In spite of the threat of rain, some 63 people, 

including two from "down-under", turned out to view the flight. About 1/3 of them got to 

experience the flight up close within the circle. Their experience was thanks to the volunteer 

efforts of the MDC Jr. Leaders. Teen Vols. & Conservation Crew 2006 Teen Vols. A survey of 

"Walk-All-The-Way" Cave still did not show any signs of Big Brown Bats. There have been 



Page 6 of 9 

no signs of Big Browns there since what seemed to have been a human disturbance to them last 

April. The International Bat Week Bat Flight Event was co-sponsored by the Springfield Plateau 

Grotto & the Missouri Master Naturalist Springfield Plateau Chapter, with special thanks to 

Springfield - Greene County Park Board's Outdoor Initiatives & Missouri Dept. of Conservation. 

Additional promotional support was provided with thanks to: Interpreters Coalition of SW MO, 

James River Basin Partnership, News-Leader WEEKEND, Springfield Environmental Resource 

Center, among others. FB hits & shares topped 1,400. 

Also on August 27
th

—Dillon Freiburger did some ridgewalking in Barry County, finding 

a natural bridge and some shelters but no caves. 

Also on August 27
th

—Colton Zirkle took the “Discovery” tour at Blanchard Springs 

Caverns (AR).  His Boy Scout troop out of Rogers, Arkansas took their families.  Colton was 

impressed overall with the quality of the tour and the expertise of the guides.  He have never 

heard such an in-depth talk on karst hydrogeology as the young guide gave them, she never 

misspoke once.  The tour lasted 1.75hrs, the hike was 1.2 miles with 700 stairs! 

 

 August 28
th

—Charley Young, Bill Palmer, Jim Huckins and Roy Gold participated in the 

photo tour at Blanchard Springs Caverns (AR).  Lots of photographs were taken. 
 

August 30
th

—Clayton Russell and Jon Beard inspected the Wash Tub entrance to Three 

Forks Cave (OK) for any additional preparation for next months installation of a new gate. 

 

August 31
st
—Jon and Alicia Beard photographed Robbers Cave (OK) in the state park 

of that name.  The sandstone shelter cave was named for its use as a hideout by nefarious bandits 

in days of yore.  A very nice state park in Oklahoma’s Ouachita Mountains. 

 

September 1
st
—Jon and Alicia Beard visited Devils Den State Park in Arkansas, 

photographing the entrances to Devils Den and Devils Icebox (Arkansas) as well as other 

pseudokarst features.  All features are in sandstone, the result of a tectonic event in the distant 

past.  The longest of the caves is over 600 feet despite being formed by non-solutional means. 

 

September 3
rd

—Faith and Chris Lewis, Treavor Bussard and Jon Beard completed the 

task of cleaning more than 700 broken speleothem pieces in Paul’s Gallery of Fitzpatrick Cave 

(Christian Co).  Three stalactite pieces were matched, flagged and waiting to be rejoined at a 

later date. 

 

September 8
th

—Treavor Bussard led two prospective members Blake Montag and 

Nathan Blades to Breakdown Cave and adjacent Fitzpatrick Caves (Christian Co).  The group 

saw all of the northern half of Breakdown Cave except the Fourth Level.  Biota were noted in 

both caves and entered into the state database.  Also noted were a few spots of blue spray paint 

that could use additional removal work. 

 

 If you did not see your name in these trip reports, there's a way to fix that! 

No need to wait--grab your helmet and lights and join us underground!  

**Be sure to follow SPG on its Facebook page.** 
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Need a good read?  Contact the SPG librarian Matt Bumgardner  to 
check out one of our many fine books, periodicals and videos.  Some 
are EXCELLENT picture books, how-to books and caving adventures 
from  other parts of the world! 

 

 Please disinfect (decontaminate) your caving gear between 
caves per the latest U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service WNS protocol. 
Protocol can be accessed in links from the SPG website: 
www.spgcavers.org or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website. If 
you have any questions about WNS disinfection, please contact Jon 
Beard.  The bats thank you very much! 

 
SPG LOGO ITEMS FOR SALE!! 

We have t-shirts, bumper stickers and cloth patches that 

sport the colorful SPG logo on them (see the top of this newsletter to 

see our logo designed by Eric Hertzler—the bristly cave crayfish in 

 the logo was inspired by a real live one in a cave!).

 

How would you like to wear a bright blue SPG logo t-shirt to your 
next caving events, social gatherings, pleasure trips or just around the 
house? We have various sizes of t-shirts waiting for you! They’re just 
$15 each, and you can get them from the 2015 SPG treasurer, Jon 
Beard. Contact Jon at (417) 887-7231 (land line) or mokanman@att.net 
to get yours! 

What?! You say you don’t have an SPG bumper sticker on your car or 
truck? No problem! We have our beautiful SPG logo bumper stickers 
available for just $2 each. Be the next SPG member to have one on the 
bumper of your cave-mobile! 

And we have bright, detailed, uniquely shaped cloth patches of our logo 
that you can sew to your jacket, coveralls, or in the case of our 2016 
treasurer, on your ballcap! These are just $4 each. 

The sale of these logo items support SPG’s many goals and projects and helps 
spread the cave conservation message in southwest Missouri as well as, well, 

http://www.spgcavers.org/
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everywhere. Get yours now by contacting the 2015 SPG treasurer. Thank you for 
supporting your cave club and cave conservation! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Did you know you can visit Breakdown Cave any time between April 1 and November 

15 each year?  Just pick up (and return) the key from an SPG cave manager. 

 Did you know SPG manages ten gated caves in southwest Missouri?  Trips to most of 

them can be scheduled most any time of the year. 

 Did you know that as a Cave Research Foundation joint venturer you can participate in 

the surveys and monitoring of hundreds of caves on federal and state land? 

 
 

(see Treasurer's Report on next page) 

Members are encouraged to join any of the statewide or nationwide organizations: 

National Speleological Society—www.caves.org Monthly magazine, other benefits 

American Cave Conservation Association—www.caveconservation.com Quarterly news 

Bat Conservation International—www.batcon.org Quarterly magazine 

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy—www.mocavesandkarst.org Quarterly newsletter 

Missouri Speleological Survey—www.mospeleo.org  Bimonthly newsletter 

Cave Research Foundation—www.cave-research.org  Quarterly newsletter 

“We often forget that WE ARE NATURE. 

Nature is not something separate from us. 
So when we say we have lost our connection 
to nature, we’ve really lost our connection 

http://www.caves.org/
http://www.caveconservation.com/
http://www.batcon.org/
http://www.mocavesandkarst.org/
http://www.mospeleo.org/
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Treasurers Report 

 

Springfield Plateau Grotto 

August 1, 2016 to September 1, 2016 

 

Bank Balance August 1, 2016 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund and Cave Gating funds $11,352.18 

 

General Fund 

 

Balance August 1, 2016 $4,760.87 

 

Income      $0.00 

 

Expenses 

Melvin Johnson (reimbursement for new display tent & poles) 92.42 

 

Total Expenses $92.42 

    

Balance September 1, 2016 $4,668.45 

      

Speleothem Restoration Fund 

 

Balance August 1, 2016 $3,375.56 

 

Income 0.00 

 

Expenses 0.00 

 

Total Expenses 0.00 

 

Balance September 1, 2016 $3,375.56 

 

Cave Gating Fund 

Balance August 1, 2016 $3,215.75 

 

Income 0.00 

 

Expenses 

Richard Thompson (reimbursement for culvert for Boswell T.P. cave gate) 232.80 

       

Total Expenses 232.80 

 

Balance September 1, 2016 $2,982.95 

 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund, Cave Gating Fund 

Bank Balance September 1, 2016 $11,026.96 

 

Cash on hand August 1, 2016 $80.00 

 

Income 

Large NSS bat stickers (2 @ $2 ea) from Lance B  4.00 

SPG patch (1 @ $4) from Tom F 4.00 

Photo CDs (1 What Lies Below, 1 Wonderful World of Caves @$5 ea) from Ron M 10.00 

 

Total cash income 18.00 

    

Deposited in bank 0.00 

 

Total Cash on hand September 1, 2016 $98.00 

 

TOTAL VALUE (bank account plus cash on hand) $11,124.96 


