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of the National Speleological Society 

September 2017 – Volume 12, Number 9 
Edited by Jonathan B. Beard 

 

2017 SPG Officers 

President: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Vice President: Brandon Van Dalsem bvandalsem@gmail.com    
Secretary/Treasurer: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net   
MSS Director: Max White bildmwc@aol.com  
SPG Board of Directors: (5-year terms expire April 2021) 
 Ronald Martin career.dir@hotmail.com  
 Tom Morton caver_emeritus@yahoo.com  
 Charley Young cyoung103@yahoo.com  
Librarian: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Equipment Manager: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Website, SPG Facebook & Subterranean Journeys editor: Maria Thompson anchorpr@gmail.com 
SPG-managed caves, Passages editor: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net 

Minutes of the SPG Business Meeting for Thursday, September 14, 2017  

Call to order at 7:03pm in the Auditorium Room at the Springfield Conservation Nature Center 

by Vice President Brandon Van Dalsem.  Attendance: Alicia Beard, Secretary/Treasurer Jon 

Beard, Treavor Bussard, Jake Colvin, Dillon Freiburger, Roy Gold, Bill Heim, Bonnie Heim, 

Melvin Johnson, Chris Lewis, Ron Martin, Stephanie McCarty, Brian Moore, Tom Morton, 

Cheryl Paulson, Charley Rey, Clayton Russell, Cynthia Russell, Vice President Brandon Van 

Dalsem, MSS Director Max White.  Guests: Rhiannon Course, Matt Flint and son. 

Evening Program – Jon Beard reprised a 2009 slide show on caves of the Guadalupe Mountains 

of New Mexico featuring photos from Roy Gold, the late Bob Taylor and Jon. 

Officer Reports 

Secretary – No corrections to last month’s minutes as printed in Passages. 

Treasurer – Jon read the treasurer’s report and promoted SPG logo items.  A complete report is at 

the end of this newsletter.   

MSS Director – Max White. Max said the next MSS meeting would be on September 17th 

(Sunday) at Berome Moore Cave at 10:00 a.m..  Surveying in Berome Moore Cave will be 

conducted the weekend of the MSS meeting. 

Subterranean Journeys Editor –Brandon encouraged members to submit material to our quarterly 

journal Subterranean Journeys and SPG’s website. 
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Old Business 

 None. 

 Future Cave Trips and Events There are many opportunities for members to help, to be 

involved with our accomplishments in cave mapping, restoration and public outreach education. 

A. Sept. 16-17—MSS weekend at Berome Moore Cave.  Caving Saturday, meeting on Sunday. 

Camping on site.  Contact Max White (bildmwc@aol.com) if interested. 

B. Sept. 23—Big and Little Bear Caves, Ozark Co.  Roy talked about the opportunity to photograph 

slimy salamander eggs.  Jon also mentioned the opportunity to complete the survey of Little Bear 

Cave nearby.  Contact Roy (caverroy@att.net) if interested. 

C. Sept. 24—Fitzpatrick Cave, Christian Co.  Jon is taking Matt Flint and his anthropology club to 

look for artifacts, possible petroglyph.  Contact Jon (mokanman@att.net) if interested. 

D. Sept. 30 or Oct. 1—Boswell Tractor Pit Cave (Polk Co) survey completion. Contact Jon if 

interested. 

E. Sept. 30-Oct. 7—Area cavers will be spending the week in TAG country caves.  Contact Bill 

Heim if interested. 

F. Oct. 7—Breakdown Cave (Christian Co) guided trip for Drury University ecology class (10am).  

Contact Jon if interested. 

G. Oct. 10—Cave and bat presentation for Missouri Master Naturalists at the Nature Center.  Contact 

Melvin (explorerrmelj@aol.com) if interested. 

H. Oct. 11-15—Buffalo National River caves, CRF.  Contact Dillon (dillonjfreiburger@gmail.com) 

if interested. 

I. Oct. 12—Bat & Cave presentation to new Missouri Master Naturalist class, Missouri Department 

of Conservation.  If you would like to help, contact Melvin. 

J. Oct. 15-21—Cave Management Symposium, Eureka Springs, AR.  Contact Kayla Sapkota 

(kayla.sapkota@gmail.com) or Scott House (scott_house@hotmail.com) if interested. 

K. Oct. 26-30—Gating at Valles Mines (cave) to protect endangered gray bat colony for the Missouri 

Dept. of Natural Resources. Opportunities for vertical caving at nearby sites will be available 

after the work day is done.  Contact Jim Cooley at (8160 753-8111 or email coolstoi@kc.rr.com 

if interested. 

L. Oct. 31—Breakdown Cave (Christian Co) guided trip for MSU speleology evening class.  Contact 

Jon if interested. 

M. Nov. 1—Crystal Caverns (Barry Co) guided trip for Crowder College, afternoon. Contact Jon if 

interested. 

New Business 
A. Jon made a motion for SPG to purchase and build another DistoX2 unit for up to $500.  Roy 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Dillon agreed to make the purchase to be reimbursed.  

Vacationing Matt Bumgardner was volunteered to solder it together. 

B. Chris mentioned that he’s working on an interactive web-based inventory of the SPG library, 

equipment. 

C. Arrangements to be made by Jon to schedule SPG’s annual Fantastic Caverns meeting for 

November 9th.      
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Who Went Where 

Various members talked about cave trips the past month or so including discussions on Berome 

Moore Cave, the NSS Convention in New Mexico, Blanchard Springs Caverns, Little Bear Cave 

and a karst feature, Hamilton Pool, near Austin, Texas and Melvin’s public outreach events.  A 

summary of cave trips is found later in this newsletter. 

Next meeting, October 12
th

, 2017 at the Auditorium Room of the Springfield Conservation 

Nature Center. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:58pm. Nine members attended the informal “After-the-Meeting 

Meeting” at the Village Inn. 

Respectfully submitted by Jonathan Beard. 

Blasts from the Past:  

 30 Years Ago: September 12, 13, 1987—Several local cavers spent a weekend at Tumbling 

Creek Cave of Taney County to conduct restoration.  This included joining a huge stalagmite in the 
entrance room and hauling excavated silt leftover from trail making.  Tom Morton led the trip. 

 20 Years Ago: September 6 1997—Jon Beard filled in recent looter dig pits in the floor of the 

entrance passages in Fitzpatrick Cave of Christian County.  Looters looking for prehistoric artifacts had 
attacked the cave twice.  The cave would be gated years later. 

 10 Years Ago: September, 2007—A busy month ten years ago that included restoration in 

Junction Cave of Greene County, Onyx Cave of Pulaski County and Fisher Cave of Franklin County.  But 
there’s more! Cricket Hole Cave of Greene County was documented and surveyed, and Lowell Cave of 
Wright County was also the target of mapping.  But that’s not all!  Public outreach events included a 
guided tour of Breakdown Cave of Christian County and public guided trips to Watkins Cave of Greene 
County. 

Do you have a particular cave you would like SPG to schedule a club trip to 

visit? If so, let us know so it can be placed on the SPG caving calendar! Don’t 

know what cave? Ask around for possible caves to see. 

*** Remember, you can reach nearly all of your fellow 

members by emailing to members@spgcavers.org.  Read 

your emails regularly or you might miss out on some cave 

trips and other news! Use the above address to ask fellow 

members to go caving with you or ask if there’s a cave trip 

in which you can participate. 

Amazon.smile  Did you know? If you shop on Amazon.com, you can 

contribute to SPG’s funding by signing up for Amazon.smile.  

Through Amazon.smile you can access all of Amazon’s shopping 
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venues, and when you purchase anything, .5% of purchase prices 

will be donated to SPG by Amazon.  SPG has thus far received 

over $44 in 2017 from Amazon Smile! 

 

Who Went Underground   
 

July 29
th

—Bill and Bonnie Heim visited Talking Rocks Cavern (Stone Co). 

 

August 2
nd

 and 7th—Dillon Freiburger began the survey of McDowell Cave (Barry Co), 

a relatively short cave with a large entrance. 

 

August 10
th

—Treavor Bussard and Jon Beard continued the survey of the south section 

of Boswell Tractor Pit Cave (Polk Co), reaching the 772-foot mark in the survey.  The cave is 

entered through a 25-foot pit and has several winding, sub-parallel passages.  Already known for 

its very sticky clay floors, it didn’t disappoint.  The cave is developed in the lower Burlington 

Limestone. 

 

August 15
th

—Jon Beard guided MSU grad student Sam Miller into Breakdown and 

adjacent Fitzpatrick Caves (Christian Co) to enable Sam to take multiple swabs of walls and 

substrate as part of his study of microbes and fungi.  Afterwards, Jon conducted more photo-

cataloguing of broken speleothems in Fitzpatrick and returned on August 29
th

 to photograph 131 

pieces and bases.  There are more than 700 broken pieces. 

 

August 19-21—Brandon Van Dalsem and Jon Beard participated in the “Total Eclipse” 

weekend at Berome Moore Cave (Perry Co).  On both Saturday and Sunday, Brandon assisted 

with surveys in Upper Stream Annex and the Maze while Jon led efforts to rejoin 17 stalagmite 

and column pieces to their rightful place.  All but one were in the Formation Room of Gasoline 

Alley.  A total of 47 speleothems have been repaired in the cave since dedication day six years 

ago. 

 

August 21
st
—Treavor Bussard visited Junction Cave (Greene Co) where he was 

surprised to find seven gray bats. 

 

August 26
th

—Melvin Johnson manned cave and bat displays for a Bass Pro event 

attended by 4,000 people.  This is an important facet to our outreach to the general public about 

the importance of our cave resources. 

September events will appear in the next newsletter. 

 

 If you did not see your name in these trip reports, there's a way to fix that! 

No need to wait--grab your helmet and lights and join us underground!  

**Be sure to follow SPG on its Facebook page.** 
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 Please disinfect (decontaminate) your caving gear between 
caves per the latest U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service WNS protocol. 
Protocol can be accessed in links from the SPG website: 
www.spgcavers.org or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website. If 
you have any questions about WNS disinfection, please contact Jon 
Beard.  The bats thank you very much! 
 

SPG LOGO ITEMS FOR SALE!! 

We have t-shirts, bumper stickers and cloth patches that 

sport the colorful SPG logo on them (see the top of this newsletter to 

see our logo designed by Eric Hertzler—the bristly cave crayfish in 

 the logo was inspired by a real live one in a cave!).

 

How would you like to wear a bright blue SPG logo t-shirt to your 
next caving events, social gatherings, pleasure trips or just around the 
house? We have various sizes of t-shirts waiting for you! They’re just 
$15 each, and you can get them from the 2015 SPG treasurer, Jon 
Beard. Contact Jon at (417) 887-7231 (land line) or mokanman@att.net 
to get yours! 

What?! You say you don’t have an SPG bumper sticker on your car or 
truck? No problem! We have our beautiful SPG logo bumper stickers 
available for just $2 each. Be the next SPG member to have one on the 
bumper of your cave-mobile! 

And we have bright, detailed, uniquely shaped cloth patches of our logo 
that you can sew to your jacket, coveralls, or in the case of our 2016 
treasurer, on your ballcap! These are just $4 each. 

The sale of these logo items support SPG’s many goals and projects and helps 
spread the cave conservation message in southwest Missouri as well as, well, 

http://www.spgcavers.org/
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everywhere. Get yours now by contacting the 2015 SPG treasurer. Thank you for 
supporting your cave club and cave conservation! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Did you know you can visit Fitzpatrick Cave and Breakdown Cave any time?  Just pick 

up (and return) the key from an SPG cave manager. 

 Did you know SPG manages ten gated caves in southwest Missouri?  Trips to most of 

them can be scheduled most any time of the year. 

 Did you know that as a Cave Research Foundation joint venturer you can participate in 

the surveys and monitoring of hundreds of caves on federal and state land? 

The editor of this publication will be stepping down as recording secretary and the 

editor of Passages at the end of the year.  This gives his successors plenty of time 

to volunteer to take over these positions.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Jon at mokanman@att.net or (417) 887-7231. 

 

Please welcome new member Stephanie McCarty (stefy_mccarty@yahoo.com who 

joined SPG at the last meeting. There are 54 SPG members at this time. 

 
(see Treasurer's Report on next page) 

Members are encouraged to join any of the statewide or nationwide organizations: 

National Speleological Society—www.caves.org Monthly magazine, other benefits 

American Cave Conservation Association—www.caveconservation.com Quarterly news 

Bat Conservation International—www.batcon.org Quarterly magazine 

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy—www.mocavesandkarst.org Newsletter (3 a yr) 

Missouri Speleological Survey—www.mospeleo.org  Bimonthly newsletter 

Cave Research Foundation—www.cave-research.org  Quarterly newsletter 
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Treasurers Report 

 

Springfield Plateau Grotto 

August 1, 2016 to September 1, 2017 

 

Bank Balance August 1, 2017 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund and Cave Gating funds $12,703.21 

 

General Fund 

 

Balance August 1, 2017 $5,434.45 

 

Income deposits          

  Dues 84.00 

  Petty cash deposit 61.00  

  Total Income $145.00   

 

Expenses (checks written) 

   Dillon Freiburger reimbursement for Disto X2 parts 453.47 

   Total Expenses $453.47 

    

Balance September 1, 2017 $5,145.38 

      

Speleothem Restoration Fund 

 

Balance August 1, 2017 $4,285.81 

 

Income 00.00 

 

Expenses 

   Total Expenses 00.00 

 

Balance September 1, 2017 $4,285.81 

 

Cave Gating Fund 

 

Balance August 1, 2017 $2,982.95 

 

Income 0.00 

 

Expenses  

       

Total Expenses 0.00 

 

Balance September 1, 2017 $2,982.95 

 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund, Cave Gating Fund 

 

Bank Balance September 1, 2017 $12,414.14 

 

Cash on hand August 1, 2017 $140.00 

 

Income ($20 dues, $15 t-shirt) 35.00 

 

Total cash income 35.00 

    

Deposited in bank 61.00 

 

Total Cash on hand September 1, 2017 ($10 ones, $15 fives, $30 tens, $60 twenties) $114.00 

 

TOTAL VALUE (bank account plus cash on hand) $12,528.14 

 


