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   Passages 
Monthly Newsletter of Springfield Plateau Grotto 

of the National Speleological Society 

December 2017 – Volume 12, Number 12 
Edited by Jonathan B. Beard 

 

2017 SPG Officers 

President: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Vice President: Brandon Van Dalsem bvandalsem@gmail.com    
Secretary/Treasurer: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net   
MSS Director: Max White bildmwc@aol.com  
SPG Board of Directors: (5-year terms expire April 2021) 
 Ronald Martin career.dir@hotmail.com  
 Tom Morton caver_emeritus@yahoo.com  
 Charley Young cyoung103@yahoo.com  
Librarian: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Equipment Manager: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Website, SPG Facebook & Subterranean Journeys editor: Maria Thompson anchorpr@gmail.com 
SPG-managed caves, Passages editor: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net 

2018 SPG Officers 

President: Treavor Bussard  treavor_bussard2112@yahoo.com  
Vice President: Brandon Van Dalsem  bvandalsem@gmail.com   
Secretary: Chris Lewis ckl9t5@mail.missouri.edu  
Treasurer: Jonathan Beard mokanman@att.net   
MSS Director: Max White bildmwc@aol.com  
SPG Board of Directors: (5-year terms expire April 2021) 
 Ronald Martin career.dir@hotmail.com  
 Tom Morton caver_emeritus@yahoo.com  
 Charley Young cyoung103@yahoo.com  
Librarian: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Equipment Manager: Matt Bumgardner shaw95@gmail.com  
Website, SPG Facebook & Subterranean Journeys editor: Maria Thompson anchorpr@gmail.com 
Passages editor: Chris Lewis ckl9t5@mail.missouri.edu  

Minutes of the SPG Business Meeting for Thursday, December 14, 2017  

Call to order at 7:09 in the Auditorium Room of the Springfield Conservation Nature Center by 

President Matt Bumgardner.  Attendance: Alicia Beard, Secretary/Treasurer Jon Beard, President 

Matt Bumgardner, Treavor Bussard, Tom Fowler, Dillon Freiburger, Roy Gold, Bill Heim, Chris 

Lewis, Cheryl Paulson, Sasha Rhea, Michael Trussler, Vice President Brandon Van Dalsem, 

MSS Director Max White, Fr. Paul Wightman, Charley Young.  There were 3 guests. 

Officer Reports 

Secretary – No corrections to last month’s minutes as printed in Passages. 
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Treasurer – Jon read the treasurer’s report and promoted SPG logo items.  A complete report is at 

the end of this newsletter.   

MSS Director – Max White. Max said the next MSS meeting would be in Rolla on January 20 

starting at 1pm.  The MCKC meeting will be held there as well starting in the morning (9am?).  

In the morning, there will be presentations and displays. 

Editor – Matt said that with four feature articles “in” the next issue of Subterranean Journeys is 

close to being ready to publish.  Editor/webmistress Maria would appreciate photographs for the 

SPG website and Facebook page as well as our magazine. 

 

Old Business 

 Treavor said the most recent Disto X2 is in his hands, assembled by Matt.  SPG now has 

two units (Dillon uses the other). 

 January 27, 2018 annual SPG Awards pot luck Banquet and Benefit Auction:  Sasha is 

coordinating the potluck food to be brought by attendees.  Matt is coordinating the donated items 

to be auctioned.  If you are planning to attend our annual banquet, please let Sasha 

(butkovich11@live.missouristate.edu) and Matt (shaw95@gmail.com) know what you are 

bringing (food and items to auction).  

 Matt asked if there were any additional nominations for 2018 officers.  Matt nominated 

Treavor for president (Jon seconded), Treavor accepted. Chris nominated Brandon for Vice 

President (Treavor seconded), Brandon accepted.  The other nominees were Chris for Secretary 

(and he volunteered to edit Passages) and Max for MSS Director.  At this point nominations 

were closed.  Roy made the motion that the officers be voted by acclamation.  The vote was 

unanimous. 

 Future Cave Trips and Events (weekday trips underlined) 

A. December 16
th—Garrison Cave #2 survey.  Wetsuits are required (there are two lengthy 

watercrawls).  Meet at the Ozark McDonalds at 9:30am, southeast corner of the parking area. 

B. December 18
th
-22

nd—CRF surveying and monitoring at the Buffalo National River.  If you are 

planning to go, contact Dillon (dillonjfreiburger@gmail.com) for more information.  There was 

also tentative plans for Saturday, the 23
rd

. 

C. December 20
th
, 26

th
, Jan. 3

rd—Fitzpatrick Cave photo cataloguing.  Contact Jon if you plan to 

participate (mokanman@att.net).  

D. December 27
th
-29th—Dillon is planning a weekend of project caving in Barry County in Mark 

Twain National Forest (with CRF renting a cabin).  Contact Dillon for more information. 

E. January 27
th—Treavor announced the annual Breakdown/Fitzpatrick cave winter bat count (same 

day as the banquet as in last year).  Contact Treavor (treavor_bussard2112@yahoo.com) if you 

would like to participate.  Only trip in Breakdown until April! 

New Business 
A. Matt announced that Jon would no longer be managing caves after December.  Jon explained that 

Treavor is the new manager of Breakdown/Fitzpatrick, Craig Williams of CAIRN is the new 

manager of Lon Odell Memorial Cave, Brandon was the new manager of Crystal Caverns and 

Sarcoxie Cave (when Jon determines what key to give him), Max is the new manager of Garrison 

Cave #2, Chris has volunteered to manage Pearson Creek Cave and Fox Creek Cave (and 
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Fourteen Forty if we can contact the new landowner, etc.).  Brandon also manages Shoal Creek 

Cave.  Clayton and Cynthia Russell manage Dream Cave.  Still need someone to volunteer to 

manage Watterson Cave.  Jon said new managers need to get familiar to the landowners. 

B. Ben Lockwood announced that to replenish the water testing supplies (reagents, etc.) SPG would 

need to buy $220 of supplies.  After discussion, Jon made the motion to spend up to $250.  

Motion passed. 

Who Went Where 

A summary of cave trips is found later in this newsletter.  Dillon talked about Arrington Crawl 

Cave and Kneebacker Cave.  Jon talked about the origin of the name Mountain Maid Canyon 

Cave and Chris talked about the latest trip through Canopy Avenue and the Upper Slimeway in 

last month’s trip to Breakdown Cave. 

Next meeting, January 11
th

, 2017 in the Auditorium Room of the Springfield Conservation 

Nature Center.  Meet at 7:00pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Jonathan Beard, outgoing recording secretary. 

Blasts from the Past:  

 30 Years Ago: December 26, 1987—Jon Beard was assisted by Jim Young in the survey of 

Turnbaugh Caves #1 and #2 in Franklin County, Kansas.  These caves were formed by erosion of soft 
shale under a limestone cap. 

 20 Years Ago: December 27, 1997—Jon Beard was shown several sandstone shelters in 

Barton and Vernon Counties by James Potts.  The two would later co-author an issue of Missouri 
Speleology devoted to the many sandstone shelters of these counties. 

 10 Years Ago: December 1, 2, 2007—SPG members, as part of their restoration of caves in 

the Ozark Scenic Riverways, conducted restoration in Big Spring Anastomosis, Big Quarry, Little Quarry 
and Bear Cave.  During the entire project, several SPG members restored 13 vandalized caves in the 
Riverways. SPG received a large addition to its treasury for the hours of volunteerism from its many 
contributing members. 

Do you have a particular cave you would like SPG to schedule a club trip to 

visit? If so, let us know so it can be placed on the SPG caving calendar! Don’t 

know what cave? Ask around for possible caves to see. 

*** Remember, you can reach nearly all of your fellow 

members by emailing to members@spgcavers.org.  Read 

your emails regularly or you might miss out on some cave 

trips and other news! Use the above address to ask fellow 

members to go caving with you or ask if there’s a cave trip 

in which you can participate. 

 

mailto:members@spgcavers.org
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Who Went Underground   
 

November 9
th

—SPG held its annual business meeting in Fantastic Caverns (Greene 

Co) where 21 members attended plus their guests.  The meeting itself was conducted in the 

Auditorium Room, and afterwards members strolled through the commercial tour section of the 

cave.  Charley Young took photos of the attendees.  Much thanks goes to the caverns 

management for their hospitality. 

 

November 9
th

, 10
th

—Jon Beard led two earth science classes from Monett High School 

through the Main Room, North Loop, Lower Level Maze Loop, Formation Loop of Breakdown 

Cave (Christian Co).  Some students from each class accepted the Hells Gate challenge and saw 

the first part of Canopy Avenue.  The second class also saw nearby Fitzpatrick Cave. 

 

November 11
th

—Faith and Chris Lewis accompanied two friends into the Southeast 

Passage of Breakdown Cave (Christian Co).  All but Chris were able to fit through Hell’s Gate 

and further into Canopy Avenue.  At the Register Room, they slithered into the Upper Slimeway, 

a 308-foot bellycrawl through chunky peanut butter to the Drapery Dome and its five-foot deep 

Frost Lake. 

 

November 12
th

—Max White led a couple of friends through the main room of 

Breakdown Cave (Christian Co) on a leisurely evening trip.  The cave was closed for the season 

four days later, to allow the bats to hibernate in peace, opening again in April. 

 

November
 
15

th, 
22

nd, 
29

th
—Jon Beard continued his photo cataloguing of broken 

speleothems in Fitzpatrick Cave (Christian Co).  Thus far over 1,700 photographs have been 

taken in this project of 846 broken pieces and hundreds of “stumps” from which the pieces were 

broken. All of the pieces are now catalogued with a few hundred stumps remaining to be 

numbered and photographed. 

 

November 17
th

—Jon Beard was assisted by Eric Hertzler in the survey of Mirror Cave 

(Christian Co) as part of CRF work in Mark Twain National Forest.  The cave was named for the 

ceiling’s mirror image in the narrow, ponded crawlway when it was initially documented many 

moons ago.  However, this day it was dusty dry (and therefore, no mirror image) with the 

emphasis on dusty.  The cave consists of an arrow-straight entrance crawl some 55 feet in length, 

a 90-degree turn left for a few feet, then a 90-degree turn right at a 5-ft. tall dome for a few more 

feet before becoming too small.  At the first turn is a side passage parallel to the entrance passage 

that apparently is fed in wet weather from a hillside sink 15 feet directly above it.  The map will 

show the surface sink in profile.  Other than hordes of mosquitos, no fauna was seen in the cave. 

 

November 18
th

—Dillon Freiburger and Bryant Galloway, Julie Terhune, Kayla Sapkota 

and Mark Jones completed the survey of Kneebacker Cave (AR).  With Dillon and Kayla 

sketching, the team completed the survey through a series of several ear-dips, bellycrawls and 

decorated domes up to a sump.  This was the first of four consecutive days of CRF mapping and 

monitoring at the Buffalo National River. 
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November 19
th

—Brandon Van Dalsem, Treavor Bussard and Jon Beard surveyed and 

monitored four small caves as part of CRF projects in Mark Twain National Forest in Christian 

County.  The three took turns sketching and monitoring.  Treavor sketched in Devreaux Ridge 

Cave and Groove Tube Cave, Brandon sketched in Devreaux Cave and Jon sketched in 

Danger Dome Cave. 

 

Also on November 19
th

—In another CRF project day in the Buffalo National River in 

Arkansas, Dillon Freiburger, Christian Hockley, Alexa Smith and Rhett Finley bio-monitored 

and surveyed Hamster Ball Hole and Needles Eye Pit.  The pit, which is more akin to a very 

large sink, will require another trip to finish the survey. 

 

November 20
th

—Jon and Alicia Beard made a cave conservation presentation to scout 

Troop 48 in Aurora, MO as part of SPG’s public outreach program.  After the Powerpoint 

program, they fielded questions from the scouts. 

 

Also on November 20
th

—Dillon Freiburger, Michael Dudczak and Lizzie Baylor bio-

monitored and surveyed Arrington Crawl Cave and Days End/End of Days Cave (AR) as part 

of CRF projects at the Buffalo National River. 
 

November 21
st
—Dillon Freiburger, Mark Jones, Aaron Thompson, Fernando Calderon-

Gutierrez, Lizzie Baylor, Christian Hockley, Josh Ring and Brendan Hopper returned to Stockman Cave 

(AR) to attempt to complete the survey as part of CRF projects at the Buffalo National River.  Dillon and 

Mark each led a survey team in different locations in the cave.  It was agreed that one survey trip remains 

to complete the map. 

November 24
th

—Jon Beard and Eric Hertzler monitored and mapped three more small 

caves along a ridge in Mark Twain National Forest in Christian County as part of CRF project 

work.  Eric sketched Stand Alone Dome Cave while Jon recorded biota, then Jon sketched in 

Guillotine Dome Cave and Cobbs Shelter while Eric counted biota.  Cobbs Shelter was the 

largest of the three caves at just under 50 feet in length. 

 

November 25
th

—Cynthia and Clayton Russell bio-monitored Three Forks Cave (OK) 

and found one Ozark big-eared bat, three pipistrelles and two cave salamanders. 

 

December 1
st
—Jon Beard accompanied Eric Hertzler and Austin Deffenbaugh to 

monitor three caves for the CRF in Mark Twain National Forest.  First cave was Blue Hole 

Spring Cave (Taney Co).  Despite the drought, the cave is still nothing more than a divable 

spring rise pool at least six feet in depth.  They finished the day at Dew Drop Pit and nearby 

Dew Drop Cave, the latter of which Eric and Co. surveyed.  Dew Drop Pit is a very narrow 21-

foot blind pit with unenterable joints extending north and south.  Dew Drop Cave descends 

gradually its first 26 feet before abruptly dropping 10 feet.  Due to a narrow slot in the floor 

preceding the drop, the drop could not be dropped with rope or cable ladder as the equipment 

would occupy the narrow slot but the cavers could not. 

 

December 2
nd

—While Chris Lewis and Roy Gold were assisting Jon Beard in a survey 

mop-up trip in Big and Little Bear Caves (Ozark Co), Charley Young guided MSU grad student 
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Sam Miller through the caves to swab the caves for WNS DNA samples.  The survey of this cave 

system is complete and a completed map is forthcoming.  Whereas five years ago hundreds of 

hibernating pips were found, this day only 22 were found.  Also noted were more than 20 slimy 

salamanders including some newly hatched perhaps less than a month ago. 

 

December 4
th

—Jon Beard assisted Scott House in the survey of Mountain Maid 

Canyon Cave (Barry Co) as part of CRF work in Mark Twain National Forest.  The roughly 60-

foot cave is primarily in the Pierson Limestone, but its lower walls are in the calcareous shale of 

the Northview Formation and its uppermost ceilings are in the Reeds Spring Formation.  While 

Scott sketched, Jon recorded biota and cave features. 

 

December 6
th

—One last mop-up trip was made to Big and Little Bear Caves (Ozark 

Co) to correct a cross section and to include a sandstone marker bed on several more cross 

sections.  The survey is now complete on a most fascinating maze cave system.   

 

December 8
th

—Jon Beard joined Eric Hertzler in another unsuccessful search for the 

infamous Echo Cave (Christian Co), a small cave on Mark Twain National Forest that was 

mapped and described by the late Ken Thomson in the early 1970s and has never been found 

since.  After an hour or so of hunting a new possible area, the search was abandoned for the day.  

The two did survey the lower level of Dew Drop Cave (see Dec. 1
st
) using a brace and cable 

ladder to descend 11 feet.  The ~50-ft. cave abruptly turns left into a terminal dome. 

 

December 9
th

—Faith and Chris Lewis (and friend Jesse) and Jon Beard hosted five 

members of CAIRN in archeological checking of Pearson Creek Cave (Greene Co) and later 

Jon and CAIRN Cobbs Shelter (Christian Co) on MTNF.  Verifying that no matter how often 

one searches for trash in a gated cave that in theory has been emptied of all of its trash, several 

old votive candle tins were found in Pearson Creek Cave.  Neither cave apparently has any 

evidence of prehistoric use by people. 

 

 If you did not see your name in these trip reports, there's a way to fix that! 

No need to wait--grab your helmet and lights and join us underground!  

**Be sure to follow SPG on its Facebook page.** 

Need a good read?  Contact the SPG librarian Matt Bumgardner  to 
check out one of our many fine books, periodicals and videos.  Some 
are EXCELLENT picture books, how-to books and caving adventures 
from  other parts of the world! 

 

Please disinfect (decontaminate) your caving gear between caves per 
the latest U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service WNS protocol. Protocol can be 
accessed in links from the SPG website: www.spgcavers.org or the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website. If you have any questions 

http://www.spgcavers.org/
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about WNS disinfection, please contact Jon Beard.  The bats thank 
you very much! 

 
 

 
SPG LOGO ITEMS FOR SALE!! 

We have t-shirts, bumper stickers and cloth patches that 

sport the colorful SPG logo on them (see the top of this newsletter to 
see our logo designed by Eric Hertzler—the bristly cave crayfish in 
the logo was inspired by a real live one in a cave!). 
 

How would you like to wear a bright blue SPG logo t-shirt to your 
next caving events, social gatherings, pleasure trips or just around the 
house? We have various sizes of t-shirts waiting for you! They’re just 
$15 each, and you can get them from the 2015 SPG treasurer, Jon 
Beard. Contact Jon at (417) 887-7231 (land line) or mokanman@att.net 
to get yours! 

What?! You say you don’t have an SPG bumper sticker on your car or 
truck? No problem! We have our beautiful SPG logo bumper stickers 
available for just $2 each. Be the next SPG member to have one on the 
bumper of your cave-mobile! 

And we have bright, detailed, uniquely shaped cloth patches of our logo 
that you can sew to your jacket, coveralls, or in the case of our 2017 
treasurer, on your ballcap! These are just $4 each. 

The sale of these logo items support SPG’s many goals and projects and helps 
spread the cave conservation message in southwest Missouri as well as, well, 
everywhere. Get yours now by contacting the 2015 SPG treasurer. Thank you for 
supporting your cave club and cave conservation! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Plans to protect air and water, 

wilderness and wildlife are in fact plans 

to protect man.” – Stewart Udall 

mailto:mokanman@att.net
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 Did you know you can visit Fitzpatrick Cave any time?  Just pick up (and return) the 

key from an SPG cave manager, Treavor Bussard or Jon Beard. 

 Did you know SPG manages ten gated caves in southwest Missouri?  Trips to most of 

them can be scheduled most any time of the year. 

 Did you know that as a Cave Research Foundation joint venturer you can participate in 

the surveys and monitoring of hundreds of caves on federal and state land? For more 

information, contact Dillon Freiburger. 

 

Editor’s Note: This is my 72nd and final issue of Passages as its editor.  
I became editor six years ago, and it is time to allow another SPG 
member to step up and serve this important non-profit organization.  
It has been a pleasure serving this organization as its monthly internal 
newsletter editor, but it is also time to rest my quill.  I hope I have 
served this appointed volunteer position well during the presidencies 
of Jack Rosenkoetter, Charity Hertzler and Matt Bumgardner, and that 
members have enjoyed reading its colorful pages. 

 

(see Treasurer's Report on next page) 

Members are encouraged to join any of the statewide or nationwide organizations: 

National Speleological Society—www.caves.org Monthly magazine, other benefits 

American Cave Conservation Association—www.caveconservation.com Quarterly news 

Bat Conservation International—www.batcon.org Quarterly magazine 

Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy—www.mocavesandkarst.org Quarterly newsletter 

Missouri Speleological Survey—www.mospeleo.org  Bimonthly newsletter 

Cave Research Foundation—www.cave-research.org  Quarterly newsletter 

http://www.caves.org/
http://www.caveconservation.com/
http://www.batcon.org/
http://www.mocavesandkarst.org/
http://www.mospeleo.org/
http://www.cave-research.org/
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Treasurers Report 

 

Springfield Plateau Grotto 

November 1, 2017 to December 1, 2017 

 

Bank Balance November 1, 2017 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund and Cave Gating funds $11,660.44 

 

General Fund 

 

Balance November 1, 2017 $4,397.93 

 

Income deposits          

Dues 34.00   

  Total Income $34.00   

 

Expenses (checks written) 

    

  Total Expenses $0.00 

    

Balance December 1, 2017 $4,431.93 

      

Speleothem Restoration Fund 

 

Balance November 1, 2017 $4,285.81 

 

Income 00.00 

 

Expenses 

   Total Expenses 00.00 

 

Balance December 1, 2017 $4,285.81 

 

Cave Gating Fund 

 

Balance November 1, 2017      $2,976.70 

 

Income 0.00 

Charley Young purchase of leftover gating steel 100.00 

  Total Income 100.00 

 

Expenses   

Total Expenses 0.00 

 

Balance December 1, 2017 $3,076.70 

 

General Fund, Speleothem Restoration Fund, Cave Gating Fund 

 

Bank Balance December 1, 2017 $11,794.44 

 

Cash on hand November 1, 2017 $129.00 

 

Income (Charley Young purchase of leftover gating steel) 100.00 

 

Total cash income 100.00 

    

Deposited in bank 100.00 

 

Total Cash on hand December 1, 2017 ($4 ones, $35 fives, $30 tens, $60 twenties) $129.00 

 

TOTAL VALUE (bank account plus cash on hand) $11,923.44 

 


