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President’s Column 

Photo: Jessi Hicks 

The Springfield Plateau Grotto (SPG) has been active in the 
past year, 2011.  

SPG documented at least 45 new caves last year in Christian, 
Greene, McDonald, Polk, and Cedar Counties thanks to Eric 
Hertzler, Bob Taylor, Roy Gold, Jon Beard, and others as well 
as water testing three cave streams thanks to Kasi Rodgers 
and Bobbilynne Koepke. 

We mapped 39 caves last year, including several by Eric 
Hertzler, Bob Taylor, Jon Beard, and the many who assisted 
them especially Roy Gold. 

 

We conducted 173 trips, an average of 14.4 trips per month. We had 39 of 49 members partici-
pate in our trips last year. The average number of members participating in cave trips last year 
was 13.4 per month. We had 19 public outreach education events last year--including a cave 
class at Junction Cave during Earth Day in April, an exhibit at the Wonders of Wildlife, Great 
Outdoors Event at Lake Springfield on September 5, another exhibit for the BNSF employees’ 
picnic at Fantastic Caverns on September 17, seven guided field trips through Breakdown Cave 
for schools and scouts, and a cave program for hundreds of kids at Junior Ranger Day at Alley 
Spring. 

SPG conducted cave restoration work at Tumbling Creek Cave in April and did three restoration 
trips to Fisher cave. This is the 11th year for restoration work at Fisher cave.  SPG members 
also did cave restoration in Cleveland Cave in St. Clair County, Pearson Creek Cave and Junction 
Cave in Greene County, and Big Spring Anastomosis Cave in Shannon County. 

Jon Beard completed the map of Garrison Cave # 2 and also an article that has been published 
in Missouri Speleology. The article will probably be the definitive work on Garrison Cave. 

We helped with gating Flippen Cave of Benton County and gated Pearson Creek Cave. 

We participated in eight bio-inventory trips in 2011 in six different caves. 

SPG members also participated in several photography and recreational trips to caves includ-
ing Flutestone Cave in McDonald County, Banker Cave in Shannon County, Garrison Cave #2 
and Breakdown Cave in Christian County, Alexander and Ennis Caves in Stone County, Arkan-
sas, and the NSS Convention in Colorado where caves in Utah and Colorado were seen.  

In 2011, the National Speleological Society (NSS) honored the Springfield Plateau Grotto by giv-
ing us the Grotto Conservation Award for 2010 for our public outreach and cave restoration 
accomplishments. 

Feel proud of all your hard work! 

Jack Rosenkoetter 
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Why We Resurvey Mapped Caves 

by Jonathan B. Beard,  NSS 21408-RL (FE) 

Some people who look at cave maps or read about cave surveys may wonder why some surveyors 
spend the time mapping a cave already mapped when they could be spending their precious free 
time mapping a cave that has never been surveyed. 

There are many reasons we map a cave that was mapped years ago. In some cases, caves were only 
partially mapped. In almost all cases, surveyors decades ago did not include much detail in a day 
when quickly mapping caves took precedence over sketching every pertinent detail. Years ago, sur-
veyors wanted to show where the cave went, how long it was. Today, those goals still hold true, but 
extra effort is made to show the detail to help the viewer interpret caves. A map drawn to include 
pertinent geologic and hydrologic detail can be used to interpret the speleogenesis of the cave, how 
water flowed through the cave to create it. As it turns out, caves are not all formed the same way. 
That's one of the reasons why no two caves look exactly alike. 

Bob Taylor, for example, has spent much of his mapping time in recent years resurveying caves he 
mapped over 40 years ago, such as Devils Slide Cave, Ash Grove Cave, Keyhole Cave and Giboney 
Cave, not to mention some mapped by others such as Hall Branch Cave. Even I have gotten into the 
act by mapping previously mapped Johnson Cave, Mine Shaft Cave and Pearson Creek Cave. Local 
giant Garrison Cave #2 was partially mapped decades ago not once, but twice before being methodi-
cally and completely mapped 1996-2009, following a couple of important exploratory trips where the 
cavers discovered miles of virgin passage. 

In perhaps nearly every case, the newer maps show additional passage omitted in previous versions 
or, at least, more detail. The fact is that the newer maps must be an improvement over older maps 
to justify the efforts to resurvey them. If you're not going to make a better map, then why do it? 

When Bob mapped Ash Grove Cave (GRN-005) in the late 1960s, it was his first major survey project 
and included 4,555 feet of cave. His second effort, still in progress, will eventually include more than 
a mile of passage as well as additional detail. Those helping Bob also have had plenty of opportuni-
ties to enjoy one of Greene County's largest, tallest and nicely decorated caves, photograph its fea-
tures and work on restoring vandalized sections of the cave. Despite the vandalism, it is a very spe-
cial cave. 

When Bob Branson mapped Pearson Creek Cave (GRN-016) in 1957, it showed about 200 feet of 
cave passage, no ceiling height numbers, no cross sections, no profile and little passage detail. In 
other words, the map showed little more than the direction of the passage trend. The 2011 map I 
completed shows slightly more than 400 feet of cave, includes more detail and plenty of cross sec-
tions and a transverse profile of the main passage. The new map shows sections of cave completely 
omitted in the original map. The omitted sections show vital features necessary in interpreting the 
origin of the cave. 

When a group of college students tried mapping Johnson Cave (GRN) in 1983, the map showed only 
the dry first 40 feet of passage. The 2010 map shows 239 feet of passage, most of it containing a 
large pool of water in which bristly cave crayfish and Ozark cavefish were found —a newly docu-
mented site for both! 
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Bob Taylor initially mapped Keyhole Cave in 1968.  Bob's 1995 map of the cave, one of the caves in 
the Fulbright Karst north of Springfield, shows much more detail and additional cave passage not 
included on his earlier map.  The newer map is not only a work of art, but it shows the viewer addi-
tional features of the cave that the first map does not show. 

When the late Dr. Ken Thomson mapped "Arch Cave (collapsed)", it was a brief crawlway under a 
remnant arch with a large round sink behind it.  When Bob remapped the arch in 2010, it was years 
after a landowner had excavated the fill material under and either side of the arch, leaving it as an 
impressive, tall span some 15 feet above the present level of the ground below.  The cave deserved 
a newer map to show its current condition. 

Michael Fuller's 1974 map of Mine Shaft Cave, a short cave located near Pearson Creek Cave, ap-
pears to be a hastily drawn sketch, showing little detail and some lines that are difficult to interpret. 
When it was resurveyed in 2012, the new map showed no additional cave footage, but did include 
greater detail including an obvious dip in the rock beds. Details were shown on the newer map both 
inside and outside the cave, located in the very cherty Elsey Limestone. The cave's name deserved 
some thought. Although there are two eroded tailings piles consisting of small fragments of North-
view Shale located a few feet away from the cave entrance, there is no apparent mineshaft to be 
found. If the cave was named for a nearby mineshaft, then that shaft is buried. But where?  Cer-
tainly not in the back of the cave, as Fuller's brief comments suggest, where passage is reduced to a 
bellycrawl that eventually becomes too tight and looks quite natural in appearance. A closer look at 
the walls of the entrance "sink" reveals some oddities; the sink does not appear natural in origin. 
The depression is lined in all directions by native Elsey Limestone walls, all fracture-determined, all 
vertical. I interpreted it as a vertical mineshaft that is all-but-filled. My newer map shows this inter-
pretation as well as showing enough similarities to Fuller's earlier map that it was easy to conclude 
the two maps are indeed depicting the same cave. 

Bob Taylor's 1986 map of Fitzpatrick Cave, which is part of his survey of the Breakdown Cave Sys-
tem, was the third known rendition of the cave. Previous maps by Bob Branson in 1957 and Bill 
Bockstiegel in 1968 differ considerably from Bob's effort. 

Steve Huddleson's 1971 map of Watkins Cave was superseded by Taylor's 1986 map of the cave, 
which not only contained more passage detail than the previous version, including a longitudinal 
section (rarely seen on maps prior to 1980), but also additional passage in its northern reaches. 

In each case, we have a greater understanding of caves when studying cave maps. In addition, map-
readers have a greater appreciation of the cave when additional detail is shown. 

Efforts to resurvey caves continue. Bob Taylor has about 1,000 feet of passage to map before the 
Ash Grove Cave resurvey is done. A small amount remains in Devils Slide Cave, which is being 
sketched at 10 feet to the inch scale that will include much more detail than previous versions by 
Roy Gurley and Bob. The resurvey of Smallin Cave includes all sections mapped previously by Ruth 
Deike et al and Oz Hawksley et al in 1958, but also includes the connection crawl, normally sumped, 
between Smallin and Jeff Caves as well as a lengthy side passage omitted by the 1958 surveyors. 
Bob's 1970s map of Jeff Cave will also be an improvement with additional detail. Plans have been 
made to resurvey several shorter caves in Greene and Christian Counties to include more detail on 
the maps so that those who see them can better interpret these caves. 
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Contrasting older maps with new maps that show additional passage, detail and geology. 
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Pearson Creek Cave (GRN-016) - A Major Facelift 

by Jonathan B. Beard, NSS 21408-RL (FE) 

The details of the gating of Pearson Creek Cave (GRN-016) were published in the previous issue of 
Subterranean Journeys, Vol. 6, No. 4.  The cave was gated because the landowner was sick and 
tired of uncontrolled access to his cave by people who were using his cave to manufacture and use 
illegal drugs, ignite fireworks and conduct unseen other activity detrimental to the cave. For dec-
ades, in fact, the cave was subject to chronic trespassing and much vandalism. By way of the inter-
net, the landowner found benevolent cavers to come to the rescue of his cave and its contents. 

As of November 19, 2011, SPG gated the cave with help from the Kansas City Area Grotto (KCAG.) 
What lay ahead was the removal of trash and graffiti in one of Greene County's most abused 
caves. Jim Cooley of KCAG, who had graciously helped to bring the gating tools and machinery to 
the cave, remarked that the cave resembled an underground landfill. That describes the trash. To 
describe the graffiti, I figured it looked like an old, vandalized New York subway tunnel. I showed 
the landowner, who had never seen the inside of the cave before, the extent of the vandalism. He 
was sickened by it, and he vowed never to return until the graffiti and trash were removed.   

About that time, one of the engineers at my workplace informed me that her soon-to-be 14-year 
old son was in search of an Eagle Scout project to lead, that he was looking for a cave to restore. 
His scout troop 210 had already spent much time and effort in gaining experience in cave restora-
tion through our own Melvin Johnson in Junction Cave, another well-visited and grossly vandalized 
cave, located in one of the many Springfield-Greene County parks. 

The gating of a vandalized cave in November, coinciding with Isaac Zimmerman's search for a cave 
to restore, was perfect serendipity, so I signed Isaac's Eagle Scout project paperwork, and plans 
were made to change this poor cave from one of the most vandalized caves to a cave that once 
again looked like a cave. 

On December 11, I took Isaac and his parents Dan and Mary to the cave to introduce them to the 
cave and its past problems. The graffiti was ubiquitous through the main room and satellite pas-
sages in the forms of etched and spray painted letters, offensive words, symbols and gross draw-
ings. The vandals had run out of blank spaces years ago so that graffiti was added over previous 
graffiti to make multiple layers. Profuse trash was everywhere, consisting of hundreds of ex-
hausted votive candles, aluminum beer cans, countless pieces of broken beer bottle glass, plastic 
bags, empty packages of pseudoephedrine (this chemical is a key ingredient in illegal manufacture 
of methamphetamine), used hypodermic needles, toothbrushes, spent cyalume lights, old flash-
light batteries and unidentifiable garbage. The walls, flowstone and upper surfaces of wall ledges 
were blackened by soot —a by-product of the burning of hundreds of candles and perhaps at-
tempts at lighting campfires. 

While there, the four of us counted eight bats in the early stages of hibernation--seven eastern 
Pipestrelle and one little brown bat. Caves that are 400 feet in length should have more than eight 
bats, but considering the past history of the cave, I was mildly encouraged that there were any 
bats already willing to use this cave to sleep for the winter. We picked up a bag of trash, attempt-
ing to pick up the largest, most obvious pieces of trash. I gave Isaac a copy of the key to unlock the 
newly installed BCI-style gate. Plans were made to make monthly restoration trips to the cave over 
the winter under my watchful eye. I would assume a low-key role, monitoring the bats to make 
sure that if there were any detrimental impacts to the tranquility of their hibernation season, fu-
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ture trips would be on-hold until spring. I would appear with the group to answer any restoration 
questions that might be asked, and I would help to remove small pieces of glass from the dry silt 
floor. 

Troop 210 scouts made trips on December 17, 2011, January 28 and February 25, 2012. The first trip 
concentrated on removing trash in the northern half of the cave, and after that was done, the 
change could already be noticed!  The first trip of 2012 continued the assault on the trash, and graf-
fiti removal on the east wall of the main room was begun. Big, bold, Greek fraternity letters were 
brushed away with vigor along with much other spray paint, and slowly the actual Pierson Lime-
stone walls began to be seen again. The February trip was more of the same with much of the east 
wall cleaned of its objectionable scribbling and paint, and four additional bags of trash, consisting 
mostly of small glass shards, were collected by the group. For the first time, one of SPG's pressure 
sprayers was used to "mist" the soot away from a blackened wall. 

 

A pleasant surprise greeted our 
group each time we visited the cave.  
As stated above, there were eight 
bats seen on December 17.  Each 
subsequent trip we made, there 
were approximately a dozen more 
bats hibernating in the main room 
of the cave.  In late December, I 
counted about 20 bats.  In January, 
there were 32 bats.  In February, we 
counted 47.  At the rate things were 
going, I was not too concerned that 
monthly restoration trips might 
have a negative effect on hiberna-
tion.  A quiet group of cave restor-
ers was no doubt an improvement 
over visitors from previous years 

where groups of vandals were lighting dozens of votive candles, smoking up the cave, yelling and shout-
ing and producing loud pops from the lighting of fireworks. 

 

Flowstone in Pearson Cave Photo: Jonathan Beard 

Members of Boy Scout Troop 210 in Pearson Cave. Photo: Jon Beard 

Scouts Plan to Finish Restoration Work by April 

The scouts plan two more restoration trips to the cave in March and April before completing their role 
in the project.  The project will continue with SPG members finishing the restoration.  The objective is 
to return the cave to as much a natural appearance as possible.  And when it is done, I will give the 
landowner a guided tour of his cave to marvel at what a 400-foot cave should look like.   
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Wall fluting in Pearson Creek Cave, Greene County. Photo: Jonathan Beard 
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Roy Gold stands in Pearson Cave Joint Passage  
Photo: Jon Beard 

Roy Gold examines genetic dome in Pearson 
Creek Cave  Photo: Jon Beard 

Flowstone in Pearson Creek Cave  Photo: Jonathan Beard 
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Sequiota Cave: Historical Background and SPG Conservation Efforts Since 2004 

by Charity Hertzler 

The completion of the Springfield Plateau Grotto’s (SPG) annual trip to Sequiota Cave this past 
weekend, March 25, 2012, caused me to reflect on how far we have come in terms of documenting 
and caring for this very popular Greene County cave. SPG conducted our first bio inventory cave trip 
in April of 2004, with lots of data gathered every year since then. 

A Look at the History of the Cave 

But before I get to all of that, let’s take a quick look at the history of Sequiota Cave. Like many other 
local caves that have notoriety, Sequiota has its own colorful history. Sequiota Cave was first noted 
to have been used in the year 1840 by Jacob Painter, who opened and ran a blacksmith shop and a 
gristmill in the entrance. During the Civil War it is noted that a gentleman named William Brashears 
hid in the cave from enemy forces, and supposedly he eventually caught a cold and perished from it.  

At some point before the 1900s, the cave was quarried at its entrance for its limestone. The smaller, 
two entrances that we know of today, Walkaway-All-The-Way and Crawlaway-All –The-Way Caves, 
were not originally part of the dripline. 
These entrances were exposed during 
the mining operation. The huge lime-
stone boulder that sits in front of the 
cave is a remnant of that activity. 

After the Civil War, the cave fell into 
the hands of a T. B. Fisher and was re-
named Fisher cave. During this period, 
a gentleman named Major Charles Gal-
loway – hence the namesake of Gallo-
way Village and also the creek – oper-
ated a general store inside the cave.  

Another owner came into play in the 
1880s. P. F. Vaughn purchased the cave and renamed it Springdale Cave. His vision was to turn the 
cave and the surrounding property into a commercial venture. He planted evergreen trees all 
around the cave and constructed the pond, which still exists today, for boating and fishing. An artifi-
cial dam was built at the entrance, allowing eager visitors to travel into the cave by boat for approxi-
mately 1,000 feet for the mere price of twenty-five cents. 
Fast forward to the year 1912, when the cave changed hands once again, this time into the 
hands of Harvey Peterson who bought the cave and surrounding property for ten thousand dol-
lars.  

In 1914 the cave was finally named Sequiota Cave, meaning “many springs.” The State of Mis-

souri purchased the property in 1920, turning the pond into a fish hatchery, perfect for raising 

trout. However, the hatchery only lasted until 1959, when it was moved to Table Rock Lake. The 

reason for the move is not generally known, but perhaps a contributing factor was the fast grow-

ing pollution within the cave due to septic systems that were being constructed in the area. The 

period immediately following the transfer of the fish hatchery brought about a sad time in the 

cave’s history. As more houses were being constructed directly above the cave, pollution from 

leaking septic systems became a huge problem. Individuals who visited the cave during time re-

ported that a foul odor could be detected emanating from the cave. 
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Thomas Aley, a hydrologist from the Ozark underground Laboratory, reported that…“ “…if one en-
ters the cave from which the spring discharges, the odor of sewage becomes nearly overpowering 
in a few feet…” The cave earned the nickname “Stinky-ota.”  In 1973, Aley did his infamous dye 
trace.  The local news station, KY3, did a story on the evening news entitled “Please Don’t Drink The 
Water,”  On October 4, 1973, Aley dumped dye into the urinals of the boy’s restroom on Sequiota 
School, located near the cave.  The dye showed up in the cave a month and a half later.  After the 
dye trace, an effort was made to remove all of the septic tanks from the area and place the residen-
tial subdivision on city sewer. 

Sequiota Cave remained relatively unnoticed until Melvin Johnson began working with the Spring-
field Greene County Park Board. His efforts to bring Greene County’s caves to the public forefront 
are to be commended.  

Cavers Conduct First Organized Cleanup 

In April 2004, in what would be the first of many annual trips, organized cavers conducted a cleanup 
trip into the cave. On that first trip, quite a bit of trash was removed, along with lots of graffiti, most 
notably in the East Passage of the cave, which is the most decorated side passage. Another very no-
table aspect and highlight of these trips was seeing an abundance of bristly cave crayfish in the East 
Passage. Each trip would always yield at least one, if not, several, bristlys. Also on those early trips, 
we would also see evidence of gray bat usage off the main passage. 

As in the case of Doling (Giboney) Cave, however, all of the conservation efforts in the world could 
not protect Sequiota Cave from a disastrous event. In the winter of 2006 Sequiota suffered a devas-
tating spill, which was found to be emanating from a catastrophic sinkhole collapse east of the cave. 
An extremely frigid winter, with the thaw that followed, resulted in a pipe breakage that in turn 
dumped thousands of gallons of water, along with tons of red, thick clay, into the groundwater sys-
tem for at least a week. The water, along with bright red clay, ultimately flushed thru the East Pas-
sage and out of the entrance. Everything in the stream was completely decimated. SPG’s annual trip 
in 2007 was a depressing and disappointing one.        

Troglobitic millipede East Creek crawlway  
Photo: Jon Beard 

Zach Copeland looks for biota in transect station #4, 
East Creek  section. Photo: Jon Beard 

Ninth Annual SPG Bio Inventory Survey Personnel 
Photographic crew: Roy Gold, Lloyd Morrison, Charley Young 
Water testing crew: Bobbilynne Koepke with canoe assistance from park staff members Kara and Laura. 
North Creek bio transect team: Dr. David Ashley, Jonathan, Kim and Paula Gramm, Eric Hertzler 
East Creek bio transect team: Jon Beard, Zach Copeland 

Manning the educational display booths outside were Melvin Johnson, Tom Morton and Lyn and Susan from the Park staff 

and Tom Morton and park staff Lyn and Susan. 
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The annual trips have shown that the cave is resilient and is slowly recovering. Since the trip in 
2007, clay depth measurements in the East Passage have consistently lowered each year. During 
last year’s trip, in 2011, a bristly cave crayfish was finally sighted for the first time since the flood-
ing event, prompting much celebration among those who were there that day. Unfortunately, 
this year’s trip on March 25, 2012, did not yield any bristly sightings. However, the silt depths 
continue to drop. 

 

Gray Bat Population Increases in Sequiota Cave 

The gray bat population has also seemed to be on the increase. Since the beginning of public 
tours into the cave courtesy of Melvin along with his Park Board staff, coupled with bat flight 
viewings for the public as well, public awareness has increased in terms of educating the public 
about how fragile the cave ecosystem is. The theory is that as a result of educating the public 
about the cave, the attempts to illegally enter the cave have dropped significantly, therefore, the 
cave is (theoretically) being disturbed less and the bats are in turn using the cave more and more.   

I would like to thank everyone who has assisted in each yearly bio-inventory trip into Sequiota 
Cave. Whether you manned a canoe, took photographs, participated in the bio-inventory, or did 
restoration work, your efforts are so greatly appreciated. It takes a team effort to make these 
trips happen. 

Citations:(Gramm) Hertzler, Charity, Springfield’s Subterranean Wonders, 2003. 

Sequiota Cave 2012 Bio Inventory Survey  

Photos: Upper and lower left by Lloyd Morrison. 
Upper and lower right by Charley Young 
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Gibbs Cave (CHR-211) 

by Jonathan B. Beard, NSS 21408-RL (FE) 

As part of Eric Hertzler's Christian County Project, he has received information from the Mis-
souri cave database manager, Scott House. One such cave, Gibbs Cave, was mentioned in an 
email. The information on the cave was brief and somewhat sketchy with a mention of only 
30 feet of cave. Scott thought it would be good to get a GPS location and photograph. Eric 
agreed to check it out. 

On November 13, 2011, Eric and Charity checked it out. Eric's e-mail described their visit: 

"Gibbs Cave has two entrances. One is a horizontal entrance measuring 13 feet wide and 4 
feet tall. The other is a joint/vertical entrance that is 2 to 5 feet wide and has a maximum re-
lief of 10 feet. The horizontal entrance connects with the vertical entrance within 20 feet and 
both entrances lead to a low and wide room. The room is estimated to be 30 feet wide and 3 
feet tall. The floor is of a tacky mud/clay. In the center of the room is a clay/gravel mound. To 
the left of the room a passage can be seen, but was not explored on this visit due to lack of 
proper gear. Approximately 60 feet of cave was seen on this visit. Gibbs cave is in the Burling-
ton limestone. 

The current owner states that the cave can be a violent torrent of water during flood events. 
In searching for the cave we talked to a homeowner who lived approximately 300 yards to 
the southeast and at an elevation 50 feet higher than the cave's entrance, who said that in 
the 1980s there was a great flood. The homeowner claims that white crayfish were "all over 
my yard.” She stated that the crayfish were partially covered in a dark mud. She also said that 
during floods water comes out all over the hill behind her house." 

Immediately, Eric speculated that the cave was associated with Melton Spring, an unenter-
able perennial spring not very far away, and he wondered if Gibbs Cave might be an overflow 
from Garrison Spring during times of flood. A check of contour lines on the topo map of the 
area revealed that such connections are possible. 

The owner of Gibbs Cave also mentioned to Eric and Charity that she used to know a caver 
who worked at 3M with her. When Eric mentioned this, I smiled. I did indeed know her in the 
1970s and 1980s before she left 3M. When Eric asked her if it was me, she quickly agreed.   

It was only a matter of time before Sharon and I would be reacquainted with a survey and 
photographs of her cave. On January 1, 2012, Eric and I decided to open the new year with a 
cave survey. Eric and I did our preliminary juggling act by asking ourselves which of us wanted 
to sketch. I normally defer sketching to Eric, but this time I chose to do the sketching. 

I knocked on the door of the owner’s house, and when she came to the door, she recognized 
me instantly, despite my hair turning white and my growing a beard since she last saw me 
some 25 years ago. We talked for a few minutes before Eric and I prepared for the cave. 

We began the survey at the northern, horizontal entrance and ended up mapping 130 feet of 
passage. Past the entrance area, which is floored in gravel and cobble, the floor   
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consists primarily of silt and small gravel. The right hand passage is a wide bellycrawl with a small, 
joint-determined solutional dome on one side. This contained a cave salamander, which I was 
happy to photograph along with some modest flowstone along one wall.   

The left hand passage was quite different in character. The floor descended, creating walking pas-
sage for a short distance. As the passage progressed to the south, the floor rose until a small joint
-determined dome was reached that marked the dead end in that direction. The lowest point in 
the cave, located near the place where the left hand passage diverges from the main passage, has 
some ponded water that appears to issue from a very low sumped bedding plane floored in cob-
ble. This is the only possible place where water is capable of providing appreciable water to the 
known cave, and it is too low to enter. This place is indicated by a question mark on the map. 

My thanks to my survey partner Eric for his preliminary visit, introduction to a former work 
friend and assisting with the mapping of this interesting cave.   
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Goodwin Sink - A Volunteer’s Report 

by Jack Rosenkoetter, NSS  # 44015RE 

On February 12, 2012, Roy Gold and I went to help clean up Goodwin Sink, a Missouri Caves and 
Karst Conservancy (MCKC) project in Laclede County. Jon Beard, MCKC vice president and SPG mem-
ber was going to be working in the sink and encouraged our grotto to help in the cleanup. 

After the February grotto meeting, Roy Gold said he could not make the Saturday clean up, but was 
planning to go on Sunday. He wondered if I would like to go along. My first thought was I do not 
really want to carry 400 old tires out of a sinkhole. But, I did not say that to him, and thought, “If it is 
going to be a nice day, maybe it would not be so bad.” The last time I had been out to help in a cave-
related activity was monitoring caves along the Jacks Fork River. That day was bright, sunny, and 
beautiful. I really enjoyed being outside in January. 

So, I said to Roy, “Sure, I will go on Sunday, if the weather is not too bad. If it is raining or snowing, 
count me out.” 

Saturday was 22° and very windy. I pitied the people working in the sink. Sunday was a little warmer 
and much less windy. Roy picked me up at nine o'clock, and we drove to the sinkhole outside Mont-
real, Missouri.  

When Jon described what was going to happen, he said some people were planning to camp by the 
sink. However, when we got there I did not see any tents except for a cook tent where people were 
preparing lunch. We went into the tent and registered by signing a liability release. I was the 22nd 
person to sign in on Sunday. There had been about 46 volunteers working on Saturday. 

Roy and I put on our boots and walked down the side of the sinkhole next to the road. Someone had 
used a shovel to cut steps into the side, which made it much easier to descend. There is also a rope 
to help you keep your balance because the sides of the sink were pretty steep. 

As we got down to the bottom, someone from on top shouted down for help. They had made a ca-
ble with a loop and a carabiner fastened at the end. They were going to use it to drag an old sofa up 
the side of the sinkhole. But as they threw the cable down the sinkhole, it snagged on a rose bush. 
They asked if one of us could free it. I went over and pulled it free from the bush. As I was doing that 
someone was holding the cable at the top.  I started to take a step down and the person the on top 
let go of the cable. I lost my balance and started to slide down the side of the sinkhole. As I slid, my 
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left leg went over a dented metal culvert with big nail heads sticking out. I could feel a nail head go 
into my leg so I shifted with the other foot to get my weight off my left leg. I stopped sliding, and 
yelled to the person on top to hold the cable as I was using it for balance. He did not realize that I 
was depending on the cable. He thought since I had freed it, it could now be let down the rest of the 
way. The situation was a matter of poor communication between the two of us. He was trying to get 
the cable down; I was using the cable to keep from sliding. I guess I should have explained what I 
expected before I did anything. 

After recovering, I got down to the bottom and checked on my leg. I had my coveralls and a layer of 
polypropylene long underwear between me and the nail head. But the nail head gashed a 4-inch 
groove in my leg and had pulled off the skin. But there was no rip in the coveralls or the long under-
wear. It was bleeding already, but not too badly. So I covered it up and went to explore the sinkhole. 

There was a large pile of tires in the sinkhole near the road. The tires were lined up in long rows with 
rope or cable through them, to keep them from washing into the cave if the sinkhole flooded.  

There were two fires to burn tree trunks and branches that had fallen or been washed into the sink.  

Most of the volunteers were around the cave entrance. Some were digging mud and gravel out of 
the entrance to enlarge it. They put the mud and gravel into plastic trash cans, which were hauled 
up from man to man to man until it got to the top and then some people carried the trash cans for 
about 40 feet and dumped them. Then, the trash cans are brought back to be refilled.  

I thought I could probably handle a job like that with proper training. So I became one of the carriers 
and dumpers. Roy became one of the lifters. After an hour, I could see several of us were getting 
really tired. So I yelled down to the fillers, “Please do not make the containers quite so heavy.” It did 
not appear to me that my request had any affect. After another hour, several of us were just too 
tired to go on, so we said that we were stopping and walked off to the meal tent. It looked as if eve-
ryone else stopped for lunch also. 

I found there was a first aid kit in the meal tent. I sat in a chair and pulled up the leg of my coveralls 
and my long underwear to check my wound. It was not bleeding too much. The injury was to the 
skin, slight on one end and deeper on the other. I thought I should put some ointment and a ban-
dage over it. I opened the first aid kit, found what I needed and with the help of the cook, managed 
to get the wound covered. Then, I had hot potato soup and a frozen sandwich for lunch. 
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After lunch we went back to digging in the cave. On the afternoon shift, I helped lift the par-
tially filled garbage cans up from the dig site to the level part of the sink —no more fun than 
the carrying and dumping had been. We still had the problem of the loads being too heavy. 
One of the diggers found a tire, freed it from the sediment, and started it on its way up. The tire 
was still filled with gravel and mud. Too much for my back! I had to leave the line of lifters. I sat 
down, stood up, twisted around trying to get my back into place, but nothing worked.  

After about 20 minutes, I told Roy that I could not do anymore lifting, and I would just wait un-
til he was finished. Then we could go home. Soon Roy said he had had enough too and we left. 

 

About Goodwin Sinkhole: The sinkhole and Goodwin Pit Cave are two important karst re-
sources that affect water quality at Ha Ha Tonka Spring and the Lake of the Ozarks. Since the 
late 1950s, the sinkhole has been the site of illegal dumping, primarily of household goods and 
tires. The Missouri Department of Natural Resources has dye-traced the water from Goodwin 
Sink and verified the water that drains into Goodwin Sink flows underground and emerges 10 
miles away at Ha Ha Tonka Spring and adjacent to the Niangua Arm of Lake of the Ozarks. For 
many decades, trash and debris have prevented normal water flow in the sinkhole. 

The Missouri Caves and Karst Conservancy has undertaken the cleanup and restoration of the 
sinkhole and cave, which may take a number of years. The project will include erecting an 8-
foot high chain link fence on Lancaster Road to prevent further dumping at the site.  

To date 11,920 lbs. of trash have been removed from the sinkhole and cave entrance. The Mis-
souri Department of Natural Resources has picked up and hauled away 7.38 tons of tires to fuel 
a department power plant. 

Project volunteers have included Camdenton High School students, Boy Scout troops, members 
of the Lake of the Ozarks Grotto, Kansas City Area Grotto, Middle Mississippi Valley Grotto and 
Springfield Plateau Grotto, Meramec Valley Master Naturalists, Green Gables Lodge and oth-
ers. The Waste Corporation of America donated the roll-off dumpsters for the trash disposal . 

SPG members Jonathan Beard, Bill Heim, Bonnie Heim and Maria Thompson serve on the 
MCKC Board of Directors. — Editor’s Note 

For more information about the Goodwin Sinkhole project click here. 

http://www.mocavesandkarst.org/caves-karst-education/goodwin-sink-clean-up.html
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About SPG  

Springfield Plateau Grotto (SPG) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization made up primarily of southwest Mis-
sourians who share a common interest in cave conservation, surveying and management. Project-oriented, 
the group works in tandem with public agencies and private landowners to enhance understanding of caves 
and foster awareness of the importance of conserving the cave environment. SPG works in cooperation with 
the Missouri Speleological Survey to document, map and study caves and is a cooperating member of the 
Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy. 

SPG is very serious about our commitment to the well being of Missouri's caves and the cavers who visit 
them. Our members are active in cave exploration, mapping, restoration, gating and management.  

SPG membership in the organization is not automatic upon payment of the dues. If you are interested in ex-
ploring membership with us, please visit the SPG website and attend our monthly meetings.  

Thank you for your interest in SPG and our endeavors. 
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