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Cover - Pristine flowstone  near the southern edge of the Second Divinities 

Garrison Cave #2, Christian County, Missouri  

Photo: Max White 
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Greetings SPG! This is my final column as president. Therefore, I am go-
ing to use this opportunity as a time for reflection over the past year of 
2014. 

Overall, 2014 was a very good year for our grotto. We helped spread 
the conservation message to our local community thru public outreach, 
local media and social media. We assisted in the funding of cave gates 
and worked on gating projects , cave survey and restoration projects, 
including the following: 

Cave Bioinventory and Stream Monitoring 

 Sequiota Cave (Greene County) bioinventory and stream monitoring 

 Breakdown Cave (Christian County) bat count 
 Pearson Creek Cave ( Greene County) bat count 

Cave Restoration 

 Cricket Hole Cave (Greene County) 

 Fisher Cave (Franklin County) 

 Fitzpatrick Cave (Christian County) 

 Goodwin Pit Sinkhole and Cave (Laclede County) 

 Onondaga Cave (Crawford County) 

 Pearson Creek Cave (Greene County) 

Public Outreach Education 

 Field trips in Breakdown Cave for school and scout groups 

 Field trips in Fitzpatrick Cave 

 Field trips in Pearson Creek Cave 

 Display booths at Great Outdoors Days and Junior Ranger Day 

 Cave conservation slide presentations at schools and libraries 

Cave Gating 

 Allie Spring Cave (Pulaski County) 

 Carrico Cave (Dade County) 

 Cleveland Cave (St. Clair County) 

 Fitzpatrick Cave (Christian County) 

 Lewis Cave (Ripley County) 

 Mill Creek Cave (Pulaski County) 

 Onyx Cave (Pulaski County) repair 

 Shoal Creek Cave (Newton County) 

Cave Surveying 

 Completion of at least 30 cave maps  

 

Unfortunately, of the numerous SPG cave trips that occurred and were reported, many times the trips 
involved the same individuals. Our membership roster consists of many more than a small handful of 
people. If I could leave the grotto with one thing to consider, it would be this:  SPG is a team and it is  
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Important that we work together as much as possible. In order for the grotto to continue to thrive and 
exist, participation from a variety of members is almost a must. We cannot be a cave conservation 
minded group on paper only. Actions speak louder than words and that means working as a team. 

I definitely cannot end my term without giving my thanks to the officers that I served with. Matt 
Bumgardner, Roy Gold, Max White and Greg Sanders all receive my deepest gratitude for serving along-
side me. Maria Thompson receives my deepest appreciation for faithfully maintaining the SPG website, 
SPG Facebook page and for publishing the SJ each quarter. Serving in an office is a thankless job. Please 
remember to let these individuals know how much you have appreciated their hard work. 

As for me, I am now going to step down out of the forefront and into the background, which, for me, is 
long overdue. My days as an enthusiastic caver have come to only a simmer, at least for now. It is time to 
allow a younger, more vivacious and energetic person take the reins. Matt Bumgardner is a perfectly 
qualified individual. Honestly, I cannot think of a better member to take the position as your leader. 
Please make sure to support Matt 110% as he steps up to lead Springfield Plateau Grotto into 2015 and 
hopefully beyond. I have a feeling that some very good things are going to happen for SPG under Matt's 
leadership in the days ahead. 

Thank you again everyone, for supporting me through the years, for your kind comments and for those 
who have always made sure to let me know that my work was appreciated. 

Adios, amigos! 

Charity Hertzler 

 
Springfield Plateau Grotto members conduct an annual  bioinventory and monitor the stream that 
runs through Sequiota Cave in Greene County, Missouri. Photo: Jonathan Beard 
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Garrison Cave #2 Photo Trip 

By Jonathan B. Beard, NSS 21408-RL (CO-FE) 

It’s hard to imagine that it’s been five  years since the survey of legendary Garrison Cave #2 was com-
pleted. The survey began in September of 1996 and after 14 years of hard work and pleasure; the last sur-
vey shot was taken. We were determined to map every passage to its full passable length. To this day it is 
Missouri’s longest completely surveyed cave and the longest cave in the country with the “#2” as part of 
its official name. As a reality check, I should mention that it is currently Missouri’s tenth longest surveyed 
cave, longest in southwest Missouri and is right now the 170th longest cave known in the United States.  

Although multiple trips were scheduled each year as part of the process to survey the 4.744 miles of cave 
(7.635 kilometers for you metric fans), once the mapping was completed in 2009, there had only been 
two trips to the cave on December 11, 2010 and October 1, 2011, both to photograph the cave. The latter 
visit will be forever remembered as the day we counted 92 bristly cave crayfish in the few sections of 
stream we traveled. 

We talked of making another photo trip to the cave and finally scheduled a day, inviting all 59 members of 
SPG, expecting a handful of wet suited cavers to make the adventure part of their lives. 

Restarting the Siphon 

However, having been three years since we last visited the cave, its venerable siphon system was in need 
of priming in order to do its assigned duties. The First Watercrawl is often sumped or nearly so, therefore 
in 1997 Leo Thompson and his brother Leonard installed a long 1.5-inch PVC pipe with accessories to cre-
ate a siphon system that could lower the water level in the crawl and make the cave more accessible. 

On October 23rd, visiting caver Mark Jones and I worked most of the day filling the 300-foot pipe with wa-
ter from its two priming ports and seeing if the siphon would draw water. It took two tries, but we finally 
achieved full flow from the gate valve at the bottom end of the pipe. I returned the next morning to shut 
the valve, checking the water level in the crawl and confirming it was good and low. 

Venturing into the Cave 

On October 26th, six cavers met at the Ozark McDonald’s —Garrison veteran Max White, Garrison newbies 
Brian Sauer, Mike Morris and Mark Jones plus Matt Bumgardner (who long ago helped with the survey for 
one day) and me. We drove to the cave, signed the liability waiver for the owner and donned our wet-
suits, that is, those who had remembered to bring their wetsuits. In my excitement and haste, I had left 
mine on the living room couch, not four feet from the door. I sheepishly called Alicia who agreed to bring 
them to the cave (She had assisted me with the survey years ago, so she knew the way.) under mild pro-
test. It is not wise to disturb the Sunday newspaper reader. 

Although a half hour later than originally planned, 
we entered the cave a little after 9 a.m. After 
unlocking the Leo Thompson designed gate, we 
slithered into the cold water of the First Water-
crawl and began the 348-foot swim-crawl that 
marks the second nerd filter. There was at least 
12 inches of air over water, thanks to the siphon, 
so no one had to struggle really. 
 
Left: Max White in one of the Garrison Cave #2 water 
crawls Photo: Matt Bumgardner 
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Crawling through water-filled rimstone dams just below the First Divinities.  
Photo: Matt Bumgardner 

Garrison Cave #2 has many water-filled rimstone dams. 
Photo: Matt Bumgardner 
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We gathered at the other end of the pool where one can again stand upright in big walking passage. I 
mentioned a few of the side passages in the immediate area —L1 and L2 and R1. Each has a different per-
sonality. L1 is 120 feet long and almost all bellycrawl, contains Trickle Creek that perennially feeds the 
First Watercrawl and keeps it wet. R1 was once the main passage before collapse and fill sealed it from 
the entrance passage. It’s a couple hundred feet long and has many ribbony rimstone dams across the 
floor. L2 contains 1,000 feet of cave, has a meandering ceiling channel and two side passages, Hell Hole 
and L2A, each containing sections of Trickle Creek. The most famous contents of L2 are Candle in the Win-
dow and further in, thousands of pudunculated coraloids (shell-like cave corals connected by a narrow 
stem). 

The Divinities and Pete Fountain 

However, we didn’t bother with the side passages. In fact, our entire trip was all about the main passage. 
Side passages could perhaps wait for future trips. Instead, we marched on, past the suspended rimstone 
above our heads, Snowy River and onto the First Divinities. This wondrous mass of white flowstone, rim-
stone and calcite spar was met with oohs and ahhs. This area never fails to impress. Cameras were kept 
busy along the way, especially at this place. 

First and Second Divinities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Matt Bumgardner Photo: Matt Bumgardner 

Intricate rimstone terrace. Photo: Matt Bumgardner 
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The X Room, Second Watercrawl and the Waterfall Room 

The Ex-Terminal Room, or X Room, is a two-level area with the X Stream babbling along in the lower level 
and a 50-foot wide upper level. I photographed the X Falls, and then led everyone to the far corner of the 
upper level to show them a lemon yellow flowstone seen by only a handful of cavers in the past. 

From the First Watercrawl to the X Room, 
the passage is generally taller than it is 
wide and is the section that was explored 
and mapped by others in the 1970s. But 
from the X Room, it was virgin territory be-
fore August 1996. The passage is up to 104 
feet wide. 
But first, there is the Second Watercrawl as 
the next nerd filter. This one is 400 feet 
long and is but an old abandoned section of 
Cambarus Creek, now functioning only as 
an overflow route during periods of flood-
ing. It begins as the downstream portion of 
the X Stream, but this small trickle goes on 
its merry way at Rick’s Junction.  

Orange and yellow flowstone in the X Room  
Photo: Jonathan Beard 

One of many remarkable formations in Garrison Cave #2.  Photo: Mark Jones 

The X Room, Second Watercrawl and the Waterfall Room 

The Ex-Terminal Room, or X Room, is a two-level area with the X Stream babbling along in the lower 
level and a 50-foot wide upper level. I photographed the X Falls, and then led everyone to the far corner 
of the upper level to show them a lemon yellow flowstone seen by only a handful of cavers in the past. 

Garrison Cave #2 undergoes a major change at the X Room.  
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To the right is the other end of the Rimstone Puzzle and to the left is the way onward —a muddy, rocky 
slithery crawlway up to the 51-foot wide rimstone dam called Leo’s Squeeze that bars the way except for 
one place. By squeezing over the dam, the watercrawl continues until we could stand up again at the be-
ginning of the Waterfall Room. 

The Waterfall Room 

The Waterfall Room is a complicated area involving a large breakdown chamber and several short side 
passages. It is noisy because for a brief time, the explorer can wade in Cambarus Creek along the main 
passage, and it noisily spills over rimstone dams.  In this area, we took photos of the bizarre calcite flowers 
that formed on old abandoned rimstone dams.  

We turned and climbed up to see the Falls of the Four Sisters, which give the large room its name. The 
four small waterfalls normally issue from solutional slots in the ceiling and splash down upon clean, fossil 
bearing breakdown blocks. Not only a profusion of crinoid pieces can be appreciated here, but also, you’ll 
find a shark’s tooth, if you look carefully. 

Calcite flower in the Waterfall Room.  
Photo: Jon Beard  

The Big Rooms 

A short distance further we passed by the Devils Bat, a four-foot microgour-encrusted stalagmite, 
and before long, we entered the first of a number of long, wide rooms. The first one is called the 
Breakdown Room in honor of another of the area’s long caves. True to its name, it is dominated by 
large breakdown, blocks as are all of the cave’s large rooms. It has a few nice totem pole stalagmites 
in one area. Despite the width of the Breakdown Room and other rooms in the cave, a path is 
marked to keep the floors pristine as the day they were discovered 18 years ago. 

After a brief scramble, we entered the next huge room that explorers named the Crinoid Room. Be-
sides a large crinoid fossil on a piece of breakdown in the center of the room, the room also con-
tains the curious rimstone attached to the ceiling. The Crinoid and Breakdown rooms also contain a 
labyrinth of interconnected wet crawls, collectively called the Crinoid Crawl, under the breakdown 
blocks that were mapped collectively to more than 1,000 feet. 

The Crinoid Room ends wide and low, requiring us to crawl for a way before reaching the Icicle Tree 
column. It is here I forewarned everyone of the Holy Moly Crawl, a 350-foot dry crawlway consisting 
of belly crawls and hands and knees crawls. 
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 A Short Climb to the Helictite Room 

The Helictite Room is not only the largest room in the 
cave, but also the location of many speleothems. There 
are not only traditional columns, stalagmites and stalac-
tites, but also two magnificent forests of long, clear 
soda straws.  

The first forest of helictites contains many eccentric 
fishhook helictites on the clear soda straws adjacent to 
chow mein helictites growing as medusa heads.  A few 
feet away,  the other large forest is nearly devoid of 
helictites.  

Left: Fishhook helictite on soda straw adjacent to chow 
mein helictites.  Photo: Max White 

Chow mein helictites. Photo: Matt Bumgardner Long clear soda straws.  Photo: Matt Bumgardner 

To Three Rivers 

Proceeding further, we arrived at the Dancers Pole, a totem pole column with accompanying long, clear 
soda straws which stands alone, marking a right turn to the south. Past this were Rockin Rock, a large 
balanced breakdown block that can be rocked back and forth, picturesque Castle in the Sky (a group of 
stalagmites seemingly levitated above the floor) and another prized speleothem, the Crystal Bowl, an 
eight-foot, nearly transparent, dry rimstone pool with calcite spar inside. It is a challenge to produce a 
quality photograph of this one. 

A profusion of crinoids near Three Rivers. 
Photo Max White 

Ammonite fossil near Three Rivers.  
Photo Matt Bumgardner 
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Arrival at Cobra Junction 

We arrived at Cobra Junction where the group could follow Cambarus Creek a few hundred feet up-
stream to Three Rivers. We spent some time photographing bristly cave crayfish here before stopping at 
Three Rivers. Three Rivers is where North Creek, which flows south and South Creek, which flows north, 
merge to form Cambarus Creek and where the large, wide expanse of main passage narrows.  

South Creek is a 2,000-foot grim passage that contains the Liquid Dreadmill, Birth Canal and the Tortur-
ous Chert Lens Tube. After completing the survey of it, I vowed never to test it again. Trust me, I have 
not! Inch for inch, it is the most physically demanding passage I have ever experienced and there really 
is no reason to see it again. 

Mark and I briefly waded the first 200 feet of North Creek, taking photos in R-13 of a terrace of, uh, er, 
um, rimclay dams. There are rimstone dams all over this cave, but here the one-inch tall dams look like 
mud-covered rimstone. However, years ago, I tested one and found that the dams consist completely of 
mud. I don’t have a confident explanation of how these came to be. They are what they are. You figure 
them out. 

While Mark and I were doing that, the others were taking photos of ammonite fossils in the ceiling at 
Three Rivers. Of all the many caves I’ve seen, this is the only one I’ve seen these fossils. Some are three 
inches in diameter. 

The Long Haul Out of the Cave 

We discussed our options. We could continue up North Creek or the group could head back to the en-
trance. We decided to head out, taking additional photos along the way. 

Brian led the way most of the way out and was the first to see daylight reflecting off the surface of the 
First Watercrawl. At that time of day, the late afternoon sun was shining into the cave all the way into 
the long pool. One by one, we filed through the cave gate. We locked the gate using a new lock and  
trudged up the hill to our vehicles. 

We had spent some eight hours in the cave and took hundreds of photos. We had counted 14 bristly 
cave crayfish in what little of Cambarus Creek and pools we had seen. Surprisingly we saw 10 pipistrelles 
in the interior of the cave past the First Watercrawl.  

                Garrison Cave fossils.   Photo: Max Bristly crayfish near Three Rivers.  
Photo: Matt Bumgardner 
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Bennett Spring Natural Tunnel 

By Jonathan Beard, NSS 21408-RL (FE) 

A popular hiking destination in Bennett Spring State Park is an impressive natural tunnel over 270 feet long. 
It’s quite a hike from the main portion of the park, some 3.5 miles one way, but the trail is maintained and 
an easy stroll in friendly weather. 

Most of the trail was fairly flat with occasional dry, cobble strewn streambed crossings along the way. We 
set a brisk pace, arriving at the downstream entrance to the tunnel in about an hour. 

We needed only five survey shots to map the entire length of the tunnel. Of course there’s a lot of sketch-
ing to do to make a map, and this gave Matt an excellent opportunity to take a series of photos to eventu-
ally have a photosynth produced of the tunnel. The “synth” begins at the approach of the downstream en-
trance and cruises through the wide tunnel to the concrete slabs marking the upstream entrance, then 
turning around and progressing back to the downstream entrance to make a continuous loop. 

There were occasional curious hikers who would come and go, wondering what we were up to with our 
helmets and lights. Although it gets dark in the midsection of the tunnel, there is enough light during a 
bright sunny day to walk through without lights. However, it is always better to bring a light just to be sure 
and to see some of the darker nooks and crannies. 

We made one more trip on November 22 with Phillip 
Taylor, Roy Gold and Christi Brackeen to survey over 
the top of the cave and include a bit more detail on the 
upstream approach to the cave. It was a fun trip that 
enabled us to take some pictures and enjoy the autumn 
day. 

Photosynths: Matt Bumgardner   

Bennett Spring Natural Tunnel Part 1   

Bennett Spring Natural Tunnel Part 2 

2014 SPG Vice President Matt 
Bumgardner and I set out on this 
hike on August 2, 2014 with 
equipment stowed in our back-
packs that included a bit to eat 
and water for a typical sunny 
summer day. The hike begins at 
a small parking lot, and the trail 
is roughly 10 feet wide and 
mowed, perhaps saving us from 
an onslaught of biting bugs. I 
would still advise using repellent 
anyway as nobody told the bugs 
they couldn’t hang out on 
mowed grass. 

Matt Bumgardner stands at the entrance to Bennett Spring Natural Bridge. 
Photo: Jonathan Beard 

A newborn Eastern Phoebe begs for food near the 
downstream entrance to Bennett Spring Natural 
Tunnel. Photo: Matt Bumgardner 

Part%201%20-%20https:/photosynth.net/preview/view/c950cb76-44dd-450d-835c-f2597b989357
Part%202%20-%20https:/photosynth.net/preview/view/32e8dbf1-0c3d-4e28-9a1c-b53d3e4f2341
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Skaggs Cave - To The 69 Room 

By Jonathan Beard, NSS 21408-RL (FE) 

Skaggs Cave, nearly 6,000-foot long, is nestled in Gasconade River country in Pulaski County, one of the 
finest Missouri counties to go caving. Back in my 20s, I was cutting my caving teeth in that county, visit-
ing numerous caves there before I ventured much outside of the county.  The names of the many caves 
I visited in those days flip through much like an old Rolodex file—Bat, Berry, Bruce, Bushwhacker, Cave 
Lodge, Fish Dam Creek, Great Spirit, Mud, Phillips, Piney, Piquet, the Rifle Holes, Riverview, Roubidoux, 
Skaggs, Tunnel, York—well, you get the picture, and most of them with my favorite lifetime caving part-
ner, Alicia. 

Skaggs was among my favorites and one I visited often back in the early days of my Missouri caving. I 
took a couple of my Kansas caving buddies there one time and after Bob Taylor was thoroughly jaded by 
the many survey trips to Breakdown Cave, I took him to Skaggs just to see something different. 

The cave was gated with its legendary spider gate made of rebar over 20 years ago (re-gated about ten 
years ago with a standard BCI-style gate), and its eventual acquisition was the spark that created the 
Missouri Caves and Karst Conservancy, which not only owns Skaggs but also Berome Moore Cave and 
Goodwin Pit Cave.  Skaggs remains a favorite among those who have visited its winding, twisting pas-
sages and exit with a fair amount of mud.  Okay, maybe a lot of mud. 

The Adventure Begins! 

Assembled at the small parking area at the Skaggs property on November 23, 2014, were Brian Wil-
banks, Sarah Spangler, Bill Luke, Kris Hurt, Matt Bumgardner, Christi Brackeen and me. After signing the 
permit form, we entered the cave and the adventure began! 

The entrance area is a wide passage that features a large column and rimstone terrace on one side and 
Harlens Puzzle on the other side. Harlens Puzzle is a multi-level maze of passages that do one of three 
things—they pinch out in dead ends, they loop around and return the witless leader to the entrance 
area (guilty as charged) or lead one to the rest of the cave. Many previous visitors have tried every one 
of the passages without finding any obvious way into the interior. You either choose the right passage 
or you don’t. Even after my repeated trips to the cave, I still make wrong turns. (Dang!) 

Matt found a right way first, I think, and before long we were climbing up and down large clay covered 
slopes in-between the meanders of the main cave stream. Once past Harlens Puzzle, the way through 
the cave is no challenge. Along the way, I kept count of the occasional pipistrelle bats, arriving at a sum 
of 28 before the day was over. 

There are two nice speleothem areas beyond Harlens Puzzle. One is along the main passage consisting 
of many columns, tites and mites with occasional spathites and helictites. Many have  a coating of clay 
stains due to the many muddy hands of past visitors, but they’re still nice to look at. The other scenic 
area is in a side passage we would visit on the way out. 

The approach to the 69 Room involves several quagmire crossings of the main stream.  Lots of caver 
traffic has produced many deep mud holes through the years, but if one is careful, the gooey mud and 
water can be limited to the areas of the shins and feet. 

The 69 Room is where continuous walking passage ends.  It is a rounded room with lots of historic and 
not-so-historic graffiti on its walls, including the historic name Ron Jaeger dated 1969 (hence the name 
of the room). Ron donated the bulk of funds to help the MCKC acquire the cave in the mid 1990s and is 
another enthusiastic fan of the cave. Matt took photos to compile a photosynth of the room, requesting 
that everyone remain still during the process. If you visit SPG on Facebook, you’ve undoubtedly seen the 
three photosynth of the cave or you can see them here. Second photosynth. Third photosynth. 

 

https://photosynth.net/preview/view/3196f15a-f348-422a-b057-998b2cbd7c2d
https://photosynth.net/preview/view/9aabd007-5e06-4a46-ab50-62d0b9f330d6
https://photosynth.net/preview/view/cb1b4c25-6fc8-4475-ae8c-8ae7c0803171


14 

 
The large column to the left and 
the nearby terrace are located in 
the entrance area of Skaggs 
Cave.   
 
The view of the terrace was fea-
tured in the frontispiece of the 
book Caves of Missouri.   
 
Below: Aragonite in a side pas-
sage. 
 
Photos: Jonathan Beard. 

A variety of unusual helictites found in Skaggs Cave.  
Photos:  Jonathan Beard 
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The Gating of Shoal Creek Cave 

By Jonathan Beard, NSS 21408-RL (FE) 

Bill Luke had seen the front section of Shoal Creek Cave as a child growing up in the neighborhood 
near his home north of Neosho, Missouri.  Years later, he returned to live in Neosho and wondered 
about the cave he saw long ago. 

In 2012, Bill lured me to the cave and we saw a few hundred feet of cave. We returned a few times 
that year to map a little under 600 feet of cave.  Later Bill and his brother dug a little at the constric-
tion that stopped us earlier and were able to see a lot more cave.  On the next trip, Mike Morris and 
OHG’s Joyce Neumann accompanied Bill and me  and we saw a lot more cave, including some big, tall 
stuff.  Bill and others from SPG returned a couple more times to photograph the inside of the cave. 

The ownership of the cave changed a year later and the new landowner, Jonathan, noticed that some-
one was using the cave to burn trash, which angered him. His first thought was to plug the entrance 
with a load of concrete. Bill managed to convince him that SPG might be able to place a gate at the 
entrance to keep trespassers and vandals out. 

Plans were made, a gate design was created and the landowner procured most of the suggested 
shapes of steel. SPG authorized some money to help fund the gate and Charley Young fabricated 
some hanger brackets and a lock tang.  All was set and all we needed was to make it happen. 

December 20, 2014 was chosen as the day to gate Shoal Creek Cave. The landowner and a friend of 
his brought the steel and machinery to the cave entrance.  Mike and Mary Morris and I joined Bill to 
help install the gate.  My job was to determine what piece needed to be cut and where to put it and 
Jonathan’s friend Matt would cut and weld it. Bill, Mike and I had fun operating the hammer drill to 
drill the anchor holes and drag cut pieces into the crawlway.  When lunch time was approaching, Mary 
drove off to a C store to buy sandwiches, chips, cookies and water.  We only stopped briefly to eat.  
We had to coax Matt into eating, and he finally broke down and ate some cookies.  I mean, who can 
turn down cookies? What I found humorous was that about halfway through the process of gating, Bill 
wanted to see if he could remember how to weld. Once he got going, you couldn’t take the welding 
stick out of his hand. Matt was just fine with Bill using his equipment to do the work. 

It took six hours from start to finish to install the gate.  Like any gate, it is not bomb proof, but it 
should work fine in keeping vandals out of the 2,000-foot cave while still allowing cave critters access.  
I purposely designed the shape and location of the lock box to prevent the use of bolt cutters or a 

A big thanks goes to Bill Luke for spearhead-
ing the gating project and persuading the 
landowner to allow the installation of a steel 
gate instead of plugging the entrance with 
concrete. Thanks also goes to Mike and 
Mary Morris for their help. The crawlway is 
not a fun place to carry heavy, awkward 
pieces of steel and cave gators can’t work 
very long without replenishment and cama-
raderie. 

Now that the gating is complete, all we need 
to do now is finish surveying the cave. With 
about 1,500 feet known beyond the map, it 
will take several trips to complete the sur-
vey. Should be a heck of a map to look at, 

Left to right: Mike Morris, Matt, Jonathan Boes, the land-
owner and Bill Luke.  Photo: Jon Beard  
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Shoal Creek Cave Gating December 20, 2014 - Photos: Mike Morris 
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Reflections on SPG’s Caving Contributions  

By Jonathan Beard, NSS 21408-RL (FE) 

A caving club consists of members who participate in at least some of various caving trips conducted 
throughout the year. The most active, successful clubs have a strong member involvement.. 

SPG has won a number of awards for the cave conservation accomplishments of its members in 2007, 
2008, 2009 and 2011. The grotto has conducted conservation projects every year of its existence, so 
its awards may be a reflection of its continuous accomplishments rather than for specific projects or 
specific years. 

Because of SPG, the upper entrance to River Cave in Camden County was gated to protect several spe-
cies of cave fauna from unauthorized human disturbances. The same funding that made that gate 
possible has also, in part or in whole, made a number of other cave gates possible for Flippen Cave in 
Benton County (gray bat site), Pearson Creek Cave in Greene County, Round Spring Cave in Shannon 
County, Berome Moore Cave in Perry County, Lewis Cave in Ripley County, Fitzpatrick Cave in Chris-
tian County, Cleveland Cave in St. Clair County, Allie Spring Cave and Mill Creek Cave in Pulaski County 
and most recently, Shoal Creek Cave in Newton County. 

Because of SPG, the count of rejoined speleothems in Fisher Cave in Meramec State Park has reached 
232, 78 speleothems have been rejoined in Bluff Cave in the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, both 
using methods developed in Breakdown Cave, a local cave managed by this caver since 1983. Graffiti 
and trash in dozens of caves have been removed thanks to the unselfish volunteerism of SPG mem-
bers. 

Since its founding in the spring of 2006, SPG surveyors have finished the surveys and produced com-
pleted maps of nearly the better part of 200 caves for an average of nearly 20 maps a year. Maps by 
Eric Hertzler, the late Bob Taylor, Zach Copeland, Jim Cooley and the author have been well received 
by the Missouri Speleological Survey and the Cave Research Foundation. We have also taken part in 
surveys directed by other cavers in the Ozarks—Fitton Cave in the Buffalo National River in Arkansas, 
Berome Moore Cave in Perry County, Missouri and many others. 

SPG members have also conducted biological monitoring of numerous caves located on private land 
as well as public land in local, state and federal properties. Cavers are the main “eyes and ears” of 
public agencies when it comes to knowing what’s going on in hundreds of caves. No agency has ade-
quate staffing to check all of these caves, so they are indebted to us for our volunteerism and our ac-
complishments. It was a couple of cavers who discovered and first documented Ozark cavefish in 
Johnson Cave in Greene County. A handful of cavers discovered and first documented the Ozark cave-
fish in Fitzpatrick Cave in Christian County. A group of cavers were the first to discover and document 
gray bats in Hominy Creek Cave in Polk County. There is a very long list of wildlife documentation in 
caves thanks to cavers. 

Since 2006, SPG members have taken many thousands of photographs of caves and karst features. 
Hundreds of gorgeous, mind-blowing photos have graced the pages of SPG’s Subterranean Journeys 
and other publications. Some of the photographs have won awards at NSS conventions. SPG-
produced full-color cave calendars have featured photos by its members for two years. Let’s make 
another! 

As far as recreational trips—those trips we take to caves just for the fun of it—we have taken trips to 
some of the most famous caves in the Ozarks this year. Giboney Cave, which has a long time myth of 
“going all the way to the city square,” is a nice leisurely stroll inside Springfield city limits. Although it 
doesn’t extend nearly as far as the legend says it does, is still one of the longest caves in the city at  



18 

about 2,000 feet. Ash Grove Cave is arguably Greene County’s largest cave and fun to explore. Dream 
Cave is the longest known cave in Ozark County and full of amazing stromatolites and delicate speleo-
thems. Skaggs Cave is the MCKC’s first owned cave and its 5,895 feet of cave awaits the next adven-
ture. Every trip we take into the inner sanctums of Garrison Cave #2 of Christian County, including the 
one on October 26, 2014 are unforgettable! We also had fun exploration trips to Breakdown Cave, 
Crystal Caverns and Cleveland Cave not to mention fun trips to TAG caves during the 2014 NSS Con-
vention in Alabama. 

Since SPG was created just nine years ago, SPG members have participated in 267 public outreach 
education events ranging from slide shows in schools and libraries, manning information booths at 
public events and guiding students and scouts on educational field trips (mostly in Breakdown, Fitz-
patrick and Pearson Creek caves). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To date, the National Speleological Society proclaimed two SPG members Fellows of the Society. More 
will undoubtedly follow in the years ahead. A number of SPG members have also been named Fellows 
of the CRF by the Cave Research Foundation for their work in documenting, monitoring and mapping 
caves. One member also received a national conservation award by the NSS. 

So SPG, as an organization and some of its more active members have been recognized by regional 
and national organizations for their many accomplishments. And, it has been fun! Amazing discover-
ies, beautiful cave passages, fragile speleothems, delicate life forms—all for our pleasure to see and 
experience, while we are accomplishing great things in caving and conservation. 

If you have not participated in some of the more than 240 opportunities to go caving this year, please 
ask the trip leaders and officers how you can take part in the amazing history of this organization. We 
guarantee you will have unforgettable experiences underground, and it’s hard to beat the sweet glow 
of accomplishment after looking at a cave map you helped to survey or a cave you helped to restore 
or the photographs taken during an underground adventure! 

Roy Gold and Kirsten Binder man the SPG booth at Great Outdoor Days, Springfield Lake. 
Sept. 6, 2014.  Photo: Jon Beard 
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About SPG  

Springfield Plateau Grotto (SPG) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization made up primarily of southwest 
Missourians who share a common interest in cave conservation, surveying and management. Project-
oriented, the group works in tandem with public agencies and private landowners to enhance under-
standing of caves and foster awareness of the importance of conserving the cave environment. SPG 
works in cooperation with the Missouri Speleological Survey to document, map and study caves and is 
a cooperating member of the Missouri Caves & Karst Conservancy. 

SPG is very serious about our commitment to the well being of Missouri's caves and the cavers who 
visit them. Our members are active in cave exploration, mapping, restoration, gating and manage-
ment.  

SPG membership in the organization is not automatic upon payment of the dues. If you are interested 
in exploring membership with us, please visit the SPG website and attend our monthly meetings.  

Thank you for your interest in SPG and our endeavors. 
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